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F.S. mentioned to me about an item which appeared in the 
daily papers today relating to certain charges levelled against 
Shri J a waharlal Nehru, former Prime Minister, by Dr . Subramaniam 
Swamy, M.P. 

2. I place below the relevant clipping from today's "Times 
of India". It will be seen that the Ministry of External Affairs 
itself does not come into the picture as a Ministry. The allega- 
tions are not against matters which would fall within the purview 
of the Ministry of External Affairs, but relate to the late Prime 

“"O 

/Minister. Dr. Swamy has demanded, according to the newspaper 

'\ Ls » 

report, that all files of cypher telegrams maintained in the 
Indian Embassy in Tokyo and the Ministry of External Aff airs 
should be sealed. Actually, we do not retain files, of cypher 
telegrams; these telegrams form part of files which would be 
retained indefinitely, only if tKey are of historical value. In 
the present case, as F.S. is aware, telegrams can be sent directly 
to the Minister without copies being endorsed to the Ministry 

of External Affairs or any other Ministry, 

3. Dr. Swamy has indicated that he will first mention this to 

the Prime Minister. It is only at that stage, and if the Prime 
Minister desires our Ministry to take r any action, that we should 
deal with this question. ' J 

F.S. may kindly see. 
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From overleaf* 

X hava discussed this with 3t.Secy.(NiEA) , uho says that 
he has instructed his office to make inquiries From our Embassy in 
Tokyo and endorse a copy of the answer to the Ministry of Homo Affairs 
who may be dealing with this should the question arise. I have 
reminded him verbally to let .me knout tha results of this inquiry* 


Meanwhile US( GA) may kindly check,, with N.G.O., Historical 


Division and our records if there is anything on the subject with 
us . 



Doint secretary (AD) ' 
February 18, 1g?8. 


US(GA) . 


As desired I have asjsed 3.0. (NGO) and Director . 3><§^ 

(Historical Division) to trace papers relevant in records 
with them. NGO Section does not keep cypher telegrams 
older than 10 years and 30(NG0) is therefore to examine file 
r egisters from 1947 to 1962. 





2. Director( Historical Division) considered the likeli 
of locating papers remote,but I have requested him -and 
Deputy director Shri S.Narayana Rao to begin lookiAg into 
f iles with Historical Division and the National Archives 
relating to the subject in general. 



4 . iiA Division have already alerted our Missions ‘in 


Toltyo and London. At a later stage if necessary Mission 
i rVTonyo could consult Government of Japan. 

5 . tfe may now await results of efforts of NGO Section 
and Historical Division. 


( A. Slnha) W 
Under Secret ary(GA) 



24.2.78 
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I have been through the relevant papers which are contained 
NGO file Mo, 25/4 Vol.I & II. 


2. On instructions from Delhi, some property which belonged 
to the IMA was brought to India from Tokyo by Shri Damle , at 
that time Joint Secretary in the Ministry of Food & Agriculture. 
The articles arrived in Delhi in November 1952. 

f 

T . 3. There is a complete list of these articles in the NGO 

>- / file, including jewellery. 

y / i 

4. They were kept in safe custody by the then JS(AD) and it 
Y was decided that it should be handed over to the 




National Museum. 

5. On 30/12/1953, the ''treasure" was opened, contents checked 
against the list from Tokyo, relocked and resealed and handed, 

/v along with the keys, to Shri J.K.Roy, Superintendent, National 
\/ j Museum in the presence of Mir. A.C.Banerj i of the National Museum. - 
' This was done on 30/12/1953. 

6. J5(Ad) and JS(MIEA) should see these papers before it is 
sent to US(GA). 


V Hiumoo /-uji aiiain / i 

Addl. Secretary (AD] 
27/2/1978 
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If considers it necessary a draft 

tier is placed below conveying the aoove background 
from NGO papers to our Ambassador in Tokyo. 
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of the reply dated 14.2.197P received from Shri 
A,M. Ram. If necessary, JS(AD-Il) may like to call 
for the relevant file No. 25/4/NGO -Vo 1. Ill, 


( Miss) (N.N. Haralu) 
Director (EA) 
18 . 3 . 1979 . 
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This morning there was a telephone call from 
Dr. N.R. Banerjee, Director, national Museum, to the 
effect "that ‘the "box containing relic's of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra B 0 se, which is in the National Museum, -being 
opened and that the presence of a representative of the 
Ministry of External Affairs was required. As desired 
by J3(AP-I), lo went immediately- to the National Museum 
accompanied, .by U3(GA). By the time of our arrival, 
the sealed Sag containing 1 the box ,and the box itself, 
had boon opened and the ^ individual packets taken out. 
This was done in the presence of Shri A.3, Gill, 
Additional Secretary, Department of Culture, who 
informed me that they had instructions from the. 

P.K.’s Office to open the box, make a detailed * 
inventory and evaluate the contents. Also present 
were the Director of National Museum, former Director 
Shri Sivaram arrur thy, the Director-General of 
Archaeological Survey as well as technical exports. 

2. . T^e -box had been placed inside a "bag* similar 

to the one normally used as diplomatic bags. It had 
been sealed with the seal of the Ministry of External 
Af fairs* ALonf? with the box, the bag also contained 
a luggag^ tag of the PAN American Airways made out 
in the name of Sfori Damle. It is seen from the files 
that it was Shri Damle who brought the box from our 
Mission in* Tokyo in 1952. A brief summary of the 
history of the box is in former A3 ( AD ) 1 g note on 
page 4 enters V The' sealed bag containing the box 
had been handed over to the National Museum in 1953* 

3* The box contained one bundle of 14 paokets 

(packet in Government of Injdia envelope ), two other 
bundles and a bundle of gold nieces containing the 
superscription of "Ayer’s lot". The contents of the 
bundles correspond broadly to the list at flag 'S'. 

4. .The officials of the National Museum are 

pre caring a detailed inventory of the articles in 
the ' different packets and bundles. The report of the 

inventory will be sent by the Director, National Museum 
to Additional Secretary, epartment of Culture. 

A copy will be sent to us. After the work on these 
items is completed, the packages will be placed 
again in the box and sealed by the Director, National 
Museum. 
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omi. 


(K.P, Balakrishnan) 
Director (Establishment) 
9.10.78 


AS (AD) may kindly see the Unstarred Question 
No. 4957 at S.No.7, regarding the so-called INA 
Treasure. 
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9 11 197 ft ^j! r !S C * M 7*?\ Note ^ No * sl/52/78 - T dated 
4 8 **?? the Ministry of Home Affairs 

D doS®^?^*? f °TwA a il a Sabha s t arr *' 1 Question 
D*«o*40g regarding INA treasure* 

\X 

£• n A copy of the report In the "Amrita 
Bazar Fatrika", Calcutta, dated S5th October 1978. 
referred to In the Question for the Rajya Sabha. 

*3 Placed below. The Ministry of Home Affairs, 
with whom the matter was discussed, have stated 
that since matters relating to the INA "treasure 0 
have all along been dealt with by our Ministry, 
we should agree to tains over this question and 
provide Information to the Rajya Sabha Secretariat. 

It is however difficult for this Ministry to provide 
Information on part (b) of the question which seeks 
details of the findings following the opening of 
the treasure box. This Mas handled by the Ministry 
of Education and Social Welfare /Department of 
Culture, as will be seen from the note on page 6 ante . 
Shri A.S* Gill. Additional Secretary, Department 
of Culture, under whose supervision the opening 
was done, is away from station until Monday, 

13th November. Copies of the Question have 
however been sent to the Department of Culture/ 
Ministry of Education & SW, requesting them to 
provide information to us and directly to the 
Rsjya Sabha Secretariat* 

3. A draft reply to the Rajya Sabha 

Secretariat giving information asked for, to the 
extent that it is available with us, is placed 
below for approval. By and large, this Is based 
on the Information provided by us In answer to 
Dnstarred Question No. 4957 In the Lok Sabha, 
except for an interpellation to the effect that 
the "treasure" was brought over from Tokycln 
one box", which has reference to parts (d) and (e) 
of the question* The question as to how many boxes 
containing the "treasure" were there originally n 
has been discussed in a letter dated 20th October 1951 
from the Head of the Indian liaison Mission in Tokyo* 
There is, however, no tangible Information we can 
provide on this* Our information would have to be 
restricted to the state of the "treasure" from the 
time the material was handed over to our Liaison 
Mission and forwarded by them to New Delhi. 

4< it is for consideration whether the 

Individuals involved in the operation should be 
specifically Identified* 

5. Regarding part (g) of the question on 

whether the matter was placed before the Netaji 
Enquiry Committee of 1956 anfl the TChosla Commission* 
we have only records to show that the files were 
se^ttby Shri Shah Nawaz Khan who headed the Commi 
in 1956 regarding the specific points i) to vii) 
mentioned in the Rajya Sabha Secretariat 0.M, 

Point vi) has been answered in the affirmative 
in the draft reply. 
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(contd. from pre-page) 

6. JSCAf-I) may Mndly see. 



(1C.P. BalaVrishnan) 
Director (Establishment) 
10 . 11.1978 
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As desired by Addl. Secretary (Asia), 

| a self-contained note, tracing the history of the 
j INA Treasure, Is placed below. 



(T.P. BalaVrishnan) 
Director (Establishment) 
2. IS. 1979 


i Art dl. Secv^_ (Asl al 
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MIRISTRY OF IS.PRRRA1 AFFAIRS 

* * m * 

As desired by Principal Secretary, a 
detailed note on the "IRA Treasure" has been prepared 
by Shri K.P.Balakrlshnan, Director (Establishment) 
in this Ministry. It is placed below for perusal. 


(JE. Gonsalves) 

Additional Secretary (Asia) 

4.12.1 978 

Principal Secretary to ,P.M. ~ ^ 

1 _ C\ \ 0 \> - 

AS (A) wish© a C °PY of DS(Estt . ) 1 s note 

to be kept if not already done. * 
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As desired by Principal Secretary, a 
detailed note on the "IMA Treasure" ba> been prepared 
by Shri K.P.Balakrishnan, Director (Establishment) 
in this Ministry. It is placed below for perusal. 
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Placed below Is the Uhstarred Question 
provisionally admitted for 15th March 1979 concerning 
INA. Treasure. 


» 






2. Based on the replies to somewhat similar 

questions placed on the table of the House on two earlier 
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m STARRED QUES TION NO. 3287' 

LOK SABHA 

UNSTARR ED QUE STION NO. 3 287 
TO BE ANSWERED ON THE 15TH MARCH. 1979 

TREASURE BOX BELONG ING TO NETAJI 
SUBHAS CHANDRA BO SE . 



3287 ’ PRORESSOR SAMAR GUHA : 

Will the Minister of External Affairs TnVsT 7^1 
he pleased to state; 


(a) whether Government have got all the reports 
about Netaji' s treasure that had been sent to the Government of 

India by the Government of Japan; 

* \ 

(b) if so, all facts collected uptil now; 

(c) whether; Government had informed Khosla Commission 
that the file marked- as "Netaji’ s treasure" which was being handled 
by the former Additional Secretary to the prime Minister ( Mr.Mohd. 
Yunus ) has been destroyed or missing; and 

(d) whether Government will institute a thorough 
inquiry to find out all facts about the missing treasure of 
Azad Hindi Government that was carried by Netaji Subhas Chandra. 

Bose on 17th August, 1945 when he left Saigon by Air? 



ANSWER 

THE MINISTER OP STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 


( SHRI SAM AREN ERA KUNDU ) 




( a) & (b) ; Yes, Sir, The Treasure belonging 
to tbs INA was brought to Delhi from Tokyo by an official of the 
Government of India under instructions from then prime Minister 
in November 1952, Full facts relating to the Treasure have 
already been disclosed in this House by the External Affairs 
Minister and the Prime Minister in written answers to 


Questions Nos, 4957 and 60 an 30th March, 1978 and 22nd 
November 1978, respectively,, 

(c) & (d) ; According to information available 
with us Government had not informed Khosla Commission that 
file marked as "Netaji^ Treasure" has been destroyed or 
missing. No file pertaining to the INA tresure is missing. 

The subject matter of the INA Treasure was not a matter specified 
in the terms of reference given to the Khosla Commission, As 
complete details about the INA Treasure are already available 
with the Government of India, there is no proposal .to institute 
any further enquiry. 




10K SABHA 


UNSTARRED QUESTION' NO. 3287 


S> 


' ^STARRED QUE S TION NO. 3 287 

TO BE ANSWERED ON THE 1STH MARCH. 1Q7Q 
TREASURE BOX BELONGING TO NETAJI 
SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE . 

3287 I PROFESSOR SAMAR GUHA : 

Will the Minister of External Affairs 
"be pleased to state; 

(a) whether Government have got all the reports 
about Netaji* s treasure that had been sent to the Government 
India by the Government of Japan; 

(b) if so, all facts collected uptil now; 

(c) whether Government had informed Khosla Commission ^ 
that the file marked as "Netaji’s treasure" which was being handled 
by the former Additional Secretary to the Prime Minister ( Mr.Mohd. 
Yunus ) has been destroyed or missing; and 

(d) whether Government will institute a thorough 
inquiry to find out all facts about the missing treasure of 
Asad Hindi Government that was carried by Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose on 17th August, 1945 when he left' Saigon by Air? 



ANSWER 


THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 


( SHRI SAM AREN DR A KUNDU ) 


Tm 


C a) & (b) : Yes, Sir, The Treasure belonging 
to tfee INA was brought to Delhi from Tokyo by an official of the 
Government of India under instructions from then prime Minister 
in November 1952. Full facts relating to the Treasure have 


already been disclosed in this House by the External Affairs 


Minister and the Prime Minister in written answers to 


Questions Nos, 4957 and 60 an 30th March, 1978 and 22nd 
November 1978, respectively,. 


( c) & (d) : According to information available 
with us Government had not informed Khosla Commission that 
file marked as "Netaji^ Treasure" has been destroyed or 
missing. No file pertaining to the INA tresure is missing. 

The subject matter of the INA Treasure was not a matter specified 
in the terms of reference given to the Khosla Commission, As 
complete details about the INA Treasure are already available 
with the Government of India, there is no proposal to institute 
any further enquiry. 
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MI HI ST EY OF BXTSBNAL AFFAIRS 
# • 


Subject!- Lok Sabha Unstarred Question 

So. 3287 by Professor Samar Quha 
regarding Treasure Box belonging to 
Metaji Subhas Chandra Bose* Answered 
on 15. 3 • 1979* 


, t \ 

i v 

The undersigned Is directed to enclose 
a copy of answer given by the Minister of Stat? 

In the Ministry of External Affairs to the above 
Lok Sabha Question for Information of the 
of Home Affairs* 



(S.N. SVAMY) 
Section Officer 




Ministry of Home Affairs (Shrl 3. Bandy op ad hy ay ,Dy. Secy 

t 

MBA~U~ 0#” HO *F*2S/4/KG0- Parti III . Dated the ^Karch, 1979. 
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UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 3287 


lOK SABHA 
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\ UNSTARR ED QUES TION NO, 3 287 

TO BE ANSWERED ON THE 13TH MARCH, 1979 

TREASURE BOX BELONG I NG TO NETA-JI 
SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE . 

3287 I PROFESSOR SAMAR GUEA : 

Will the Minister of External Affairs 
he pleased to state: 

(a) whether Government have got all the reports 
about Netaji' s treasure that had been sent to the Government of 
India by the Government of Japan.; 

( b) if so- all facts collected uptil now; 

(c) whether Government had informed Khosla Commission 
that the file marked as "Netaji's treasure" which was being handled 
by the former Additional Secretary to the Prime Minister ( Mr.Mohd. 
Yunus ) has been destroyed or missing; and 

(d) whether Government will institute a thorough 
inquiry to find out all facts about the missing treasure of 
Asad HindiGovernment that was carried by Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose on 17th August, 1945 when he left Saigon by Air? 


ANSWER 


THE MINISTER OP STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
( SHRI SAM AREN DRA KUNDU ) ^ ^ 

p'Tsr user wr 

( a) & (b) ; Yes, Sir, The Treasure belonging 
to the INA was brought to Delhi from Tokyo by an official of the 
Government of India under instructions from then prime Minister 
in November 1952, Full facts relating to the Treasure have 
already been disclosed in this House by the External Affairs 
Minister and the Prime Minister in written answers to 

Questions Nos, 4957 and 60 an 30th March, 1978 and 22nd / ~ 

November 1978, respectively, 

(c) & (d) : According to information available y 

with us Government had not informed Khosla Commission that 

f 

file marked as "Netaji Treasure" has been destroyed or 

missing. No file pertaining to the INA tresure is missing, N 

The subject matter of the INA Treasure was not a matter specified 

in the terms of reference given to the Khosla Commission, As 

complete details about the INA Treasure are already available 

with the Government of India, there is no proposal .to institute 

any further enquiry. 
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Bose ’s box 
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NEW DELHI, March 7 fUNi)~ 
Prune Minister Morarji Desai told 
the Lot Sabha today there ifi no 
ba on Hot] lament mem bom 
inspecting the controversial trea- 
sure box brought from Tokyo to 
Delhi m November, 195* 


Mr Dosai told Mr H V. Kamath 
that arrange rnente could be nude 
for the purp otsei The treatjure box 
a belonging to Subhaa Chandra 
jj Bosv was proposed to be kept in 
the National Museum until -.it* .final 
disposal decided upon. 

The bos Was opened for inspec- 
tion in the iurefiencfe of officers and 
only Lhey?‘ftdd seen it The box 
had been nfesea led by them 
□ 1; 
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UNSTARRED QUESTION 1 - 


^7 


Treasure Box belonging to Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose 

3287. PROFESSOR SAMAR GUHA; 

Will the Minister of EXTERNAL 
AFFAIRS 

be pleased to state: 

(a) whether Government hav a got 
all the reports about Netaji's treasure 
that had been sent to the Govern- 
ment of India by the Government of 
Japan; 

(b) if so. all facts collected uptil 
now; 

- 

(c) whether Government had in- 
formed Khosla Commission that the 
file marked as u Netaji’s treasure" 
whteh was being handled by the 
former Additional Secretary to the 
Prime Minister (Mr, Mohd. Yunus) 
has been destroyed or missing; and 

(d) whether Government will ins- 
titute a thorough inquiry to find out 
all facts about the missing treasure 
of Azad Hind Government that was 
carried by Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Rose on 17th August, 1945 when h# 
left Saigon by air? , 

: 1 . * . . _ 
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fVtsr nawr /External Affairs - 

Mtptr <r tT^r * ^rt fsq =rrr ^ artNr 
The question will, if admitted, be put down for the sitting on the 



15-3-1979. 


TREASURE BOX BELONGING TO NETAJI 
y SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE 

2287. PROFESSOR SAMAR GUHAi 






\ y ftpr^W 

Will the Prime Minister 


he pleased to states 


(a) whether Government have cot all the reacts about 
Netaji's treasure that had been sent to the Government of 
India by the Government of Japan: 



(b) if so, all fasts eolleeted uptil new; 

(o) whether Government had informed Xhosla Commission 
that the file marked as , NetaJi*s treasure' which was being 
handled by the former Additional Seeretary to the Prime 
Minister (Mr. Mohd. Yunus) has been destroyed or missing; and 


(d) whether Government will institute a thnrsugh Inquiry 
to find out all fasts absut the missing treasure sf Asad 
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Ila* Gravernaent that was carried hy Netadi 
Suhhas Chandra Base an 17th August. 1945 when 
he left Saigtn hy air? 
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QUESTION FOR THE LOK SABHA— 



fTTTtfjF?i /wWHiPeg ir o H ° ISf&f&LI Unstarred D. No. 2287 

“TaT^ir fsra^r f?n? for fror tot I/Ministry to which the day ha? been allotted. 

ft** ^cnro/External Affairs 

9TO ¥ftf?T Tt tfeR *T StT* 3TT% 5ft i^TTta 

The question will, if admitted, be put down for the sitting on the ^ 5*3*1 979 • 


TREASURE BOX BELONGING TO NETAJI 
STJBHA8 CHANDRA BOSE 







2287. PROCESSOR SAMAR GUHA: 

Will the Prime Minister 
be pie seed to state: 

(a) whether Government have got all the marts about 
Neta^^s treasure that had been sent to the Government of 
India by the Government of Jastan: 

(b) if so, all facts collected uptil now; 



(c) whether Government had informed Khcsla Commission 
that the file marked as 'Retail's treasure 1 which was being j 
handled by the former Additional Secretary to the Prime / 
Minister (.Mr. Mohd. Yunus) has been destroyed or missing; and 


(d) whether Government will institute a thorough inqui> w 
to find out all facts about the missing treasure of Asad 


Hind Government that was carried by Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose on 17th August, 1945 when 
he left Saigon by air? 
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MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 



Subject *- 


Unstarred Question No. 228? C Originally 
Provisional Starred Question t>y. Na.4788) 
for 7-3-1979 regarding treasure box belonging 
to Natali Subha s Chandra Bose# 


Will the Lok Sabha Secretariat kindly 
refer to Unstarred Question No. 2287 ( Originally 
nrovi sional Starred Question No. 4788 ) regarding 
treasure box belonging to Netaji Subha s Chandra Bose 
which is put down for answer on 7.3 #1979 by the 
Prime Minister ?• 


2. Since the transfer of the Question has 

been accented by us, it m a y kindly be allocated to 
this Ministry and necessary corrigendum to this 
effect issued under intimation to the Prime Minister’s 
office. i ' 




Lok Sabha. Secretariat C Question branch^ 

MSA U.O. NO. 25/4/NGO dated the March 1979 


?SSL J 0 C P ^ “e Minister’s Office 
(Shri N.S.Sreerajann, P.S. to Prime 

n*n* S w? r ™ reference to their 

U.O. NO. PM S 5452 datid the 2.3.1979 


H 


(M.L. SURI) 

Deputy Secretary (Est) 




S.: 


MOST IMMEDIATE 

P^TmWTWE^t 10 N 


PRIME- MINISTERS OFFICE 


Subject - 


Unstarred Question N<o , 2287 (originally 
provisional starred question d*>P* 4788) 
for 7->1979 regarding treasure box 
belonging to Netaji subhas Chandra Bose. 

—o— o— o—o—o~o— 


Reference the Ministry of External Affairs u.o* 
Mote no* 25/4/N30 dated the 1st March, 1979, conveying 
facts regarding the above questlon.to the Lok sabha 
Secretariat* 

The Question has since been admitted as un starred 
in the name of the prime Minister, the printed version 
of which is enclosed* The Ministry of External Affairs 
may kindly deal with it. The Lok Sabha secretariat Is 
being requested to delete the Question from prime 
Minister ■$ name and allot it to the Minister of External 


at fails. 

* t^p Qfi xi 0 b i;W -JW <X 






(N*^Vsreeraraan) 
private secretary 
to the prime Minister 


Ministry of External Affairs (shri m*L» Suri, oy. secy) 
P«M» s Ottice u*o* no* dated* ^ 
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Treasure belonging to Netaji 

Sufrhas Chandra Bose 


PROFESSOR SAMAR GUHA: 


WiIJ the prime minister 
ittr- 

be pleased to state- 


™ \ ha / T been sent tQ the Govern- 

Span; ^ the Governmen t ^ 


lf S0 ’ 811 facts colI ected up til 


(c) whether Government had in- 
formed Khosla Commission that the 
Me marked as ‘Netaji’s treasure’ 
which was being handled by the 
former Additional Secretary to the 
Minister (Mr. Mohd Yu„™) 
has been destroyed or missing; and 


tit t whether Government will ins- 
titute a thorough inquiry to find out 

of S? tt ?V the miSSing treasure 
„ a , Huid Gov ernment that was 
can ied by Netaji Suhhas Chandra 
Bose on 17th August, 1945 when he 
ieft Saigon by air? 


y/j/pf 


girm artw VT taut*! ft 
rtt r*frt 


f 2287. Jfto RRT R? ; 


WT JWH Reft Rj[ RRT% qft frhl 

rtsEr ftr : 


(*F) RRT ^?TT 3 fr % 3 R 

% rt> r mt rmrr fa,* 

| vft RTRTR RT^TT aRT RRW RRFTT 
Rft R'jtT RRT RT ; 


(<3^ Rfe 3) If t^ 
f*W RR RRt cP-R RRT| ; 


(R) RRT RRTR ft tsffRRT RTRfR 
Rft RfRR fsFTRT RT for "ftrFTfft RT 
tflW RTrY f^R <R 

RRIR Tftft % RR'JR Rfftfoftft Rf%R 
RtiRRR RRR) 5RT qriRRT^r 
RR RT TfV ttfy, RR RR ft R# f 
?TRRT Rr I; RR 

(R) ^RrRWtTRTSTKf^RRTRnR 
% RRffRT RTRlft % Rift ft, sft fttTTsft 
fJRPRFR RtR 17 SPRR, 1945 Rft 
RTRRIR 5TTT RR'lR ^f?ft % RRR RRft 
RTR ft Rft ft, Rfft RR RdT RRTft 
% fftft RTt RTR ? 
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MOST maDI.Tfl 
PARLIAMENT QUESTION 


Ministry of External Affairs 


% 


Subject* Provisional Starred Question D. No. 4785 for 
7.3.1979 regarding Treasure box belonging 
to Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 

-toOos- 


The Lok Sabha Secretariat may kindly refer to 
their U.O. No.SQ 4785/7.3/79-Q dated 22nd February 1979 
on the above subject. The above question by Prof. Samar 
Guha has been provisionally admitted for 7th March 1979. 


2. In this connection, the attention of the 

Lok Sabha Secretariat is very kindly drawn to an 
identical question No. 60 dated 22nd November 1978 
answered by the Prime Minister wherein the full facts 
of the case were given in the Parliament. There is no 
additional information available with the Government 
In this respect. As regards part (c ) concerning the 
Khosla Commission, the terms of reference of the 
Commission did not include the question of the IKA 
Treasure, nor has Government any proposal to institute 
any other inquiry relating to thecal ssing treasure^of 
the Azad Hind Government. 


3. The Lok Sabha S cretarlat may place the 

above facts before the Hon'ble Speaker to decide 
the admissibility or otherwise of the Question, which 
has been passed on to us by the P.1J. *s Office. 


X 




1 (M.L. Suri) 

Secretary to the Governnent of Indt 
1.3.1979 

Telphone No. 37 33 86 
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S ec re t ^ra as fl l 
Min. of E.A. J.O. No. 25/4/NGO dated 1.3. 


1979 


n° P ? S° S 0cr ® ta F.iat (Shri N.s. 


to with reference*^ their'tlVojIoI 
PMS-5260, dated the 28th February 1979. 





(S.N,Swtaa^) 

Section Officer (NGO) 
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n 0 .25/4/ngo 

Ministry of External Affairs. 
N*G«0* Section. 


m 

l printed 



Subject 


Admltted provisional Starred Question 
Nq. 4785 by Professor Samar Guha regarding 
Treasure Box belonging to Netaji Subhas)! 
Chandra Bose. 


A copy of LOK SABHA Provisional Starred Question 
Dy. No* 4785 on the above subject admitted for answer 
on 7*3*1979 is enclosed* It is requested that facts 

Callable in the B* A* Division relating to the above 
question may kindly be sunolle d ismediatelv . It is 
requested that a^copy of Khosla Commission Report may also 
be sunolled* 


/ 







(M *L • SURI) 

; Deputy Secretary (Establishment) 
(J 28-2-1979 
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QjL^ dUjzSL^' ^ OVvi****^ , 

b° tlUs cj^zC^' s 0 
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N't) 


question for the lok sabha 




provisional STARRED 


r .NO 4785 

Ministry to which the day h a s been allotted 
The question will be out down for the 
sitting on the *- 


ADMITTED 

P.M. OFFICE 
7.3.79 


trsasu e box belonging to netaji SUBHAS CHaBDRA BOSE 

PROFESSOR SAMAR GUHA j 
Will the Prime Minister 


be please to state : 


a) 


b) 

c) 


d) 



whether Government have got all the reports about 
Netaji's treasure that had been sent to the Government 
of India by the Government of Japans 

■ '• r • 

If so, all facts collected uptil now; ^ 




whether Government had Informed Khosla Comnission that 
the file marked as Netaji's treasure* which was beine*v_ 
handled by the former Additional Secretary t 0 the 
Prime Minister ( Mr. Mohd. Xunus ) has been destroyed 
or missing ; and 


whether Government will institute a thorough inquiry t Q 
find out all facts about the missing treasure of Azad 
Hind Government that was carried by Netaji Subhash 
Chandra Bose on 17th August, 1945 when he left for 
Saigon by Air ? 


question for the lok sabha 

PROVISIONAL STARRED ADMITTED 


0 .NO 4785 

Ministry to which the day ha® been allotted P.M. OFFICE 
The question will be out down for the 7.3.79 

sitting on the *- 


TREASURE BOX BELONGING TO NETAJI SUBHAS CHaBDRA BOSE 
PROFESSOR SAMAR GUHA i 


Will the Prime Minister 

be please to state : 

a) whether Government have got all the reports about 
Retail* s treasure that had been sent to the Government 
of India ty the Government of Japan: 

b) If so, all facts collected uptil nowj 

e) whether Government had informed Khosla Commission that 

the file marked as ^etaji's treasure* Which was being 
handled by the former Additional Secretary to the 
Prime Minister C Mr. Hohd. Yunus ) has been destroyed 
or missing ; and 

d) whether Government will institute a thorough inquiry to 

find out all facts about the missing treasure of Azad 
Hind Government that was carried by Netaji Subha sjtf 
Chandra Bose on 17th August, 1945 when he left for 
Saigon by Air ? 





LSS.Q.1/4 


j : 


QUESTION FOR THE LOK SABHA 

PROVISIONAL STARRED 



D. No. 


47® 

ministry to which the day has been allotted 


P Jd . O H ICE 


The question will be put down tor the 
sitting on the : — 


7.3.79 


V 


Tfc 'SUFF. R X BELONGING TO' META JX SUB HAS CHANDRA B S 


PROFESSOR SAM'R JUHAl 


P rif!i $ 

Kill the/toiniater eJf 




(I 


£ 

o 


be pleased to states 

(a) whether Government have got ell the reports about Neteji's 
treasure that had been sent to the Government of India by the 
Government of Japan; 

(b) if so, ail facts collected up til now; 

(c) whether Sever nm nt had informed It he si a fisxmitt Commissi 
the file marked as 'Netaji's treasure* which was being h?ndled^* 

the former Additional Secretary to the Prime Minister (Mr. to i 
Yunus) has been destroyed or missing; *nd 

(d) whether Government will institute a thorough inquiry to 


I 


1 1 
t-% 


find out ell facts about the missing treasure of Arad Hind Governs; 


that was carried by Netaji Gubhas Chandra Bose on 17th Attgust*_tjy 

■ 'A 

when he left Saigon by air 7 
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^ No.S5/4/NG0 

Ministry of External Affairs. 

N.G.O. Section. 


* 


Subjects- 


Admitted provisional Starred Question 
No. 4786 by Professor Samar Guha regarding 
Treasure Box belonging to Netaji Sub has# 
Chandra Bose. 


/ printed 


A copy of LOK SABHa Provisional Starred Question 
Dy, No. 4785 on the above subject admitted for answer 
on 7*3.1979 Is enclosed. It is requested that facts 


Callable in the 3. A. Division relating to the above 
question may kindly be supplie d imnediately . It is 
requested that a^eopy of Khosla Commission Report may 
be supplied. 




(M •£• • SUHI ) 

Deputy Secretary (Establishment) 
28-2-1979 




Director (Ea) 
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MOST IMMEDIATE 
PARLIAMENT QUESTION 


PRIMS MINISTERS OFFICE 


Subject:Lok Sabha Starred Question Dy. No. 4785 
for 7.3.1979 regarding treasure box 
belonging to Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 



Reference Ministry of Sxternal Affairs U.0.No.25/ A / 
NGO-Vol.III dated 26.2.1979 on the subjection cited above. 


2. Starred Question No. 60 answered in Lok Sabha by 

this Office on 22.11.1978 related to the transport of the 
treasure box from Japan to India in November 1952, its 
subsequent custody and examination. That question was 
handled by this Office because most of the queries raised 
in It related to information revealed as a result of the 
opening of the box in the National Museum recently and their 
examination* On the other hand, the major part of the 
present question is part (a) which seeks information about 
reports on the treasure said to have been sent to the 
Government of India by the Government of Japan. Vfe have no 
information whatsoever on this aspect in our Office; 
obviously the Ministry of External Affairs is the Ministry 
which should be able to answer this part. It is not correct, 
as stated by the Ministry of External Affairs in their note 
under reply, that parts (a) and (b) of the present question 
are already covered by answers given by this Office in 
Lok Sabha on 22*11.1978. 



! 


3. Part (c) of the question seeks information wjfhether 

the Khosla Commission was informed that a file on the 
treasure which was being handled by Shri Mohd. Yunus had 
been destroyed or was missing. Shri Mohd. Yunus was never 
Additional Secretary to the Prime Minister as mentioned in 
the question. Obviously the reference is to the file which 
might have been handled by him lfcen he was in the Ministrv 
of External Affairs and information about it which might 
have been given to the Khosla Commission by Ministry of 
External Affairs. In any case, the Prime Minister's Office 
did not inform the Khosla Commission of any missing jfile. 
This part of the question is also obviously for the MinTstrv 
of External Affairs to answer. 


4. 


The exhaustive note sent to us by M.B.A. on 21. 12. 197^ 


m 


does not deal with these two aspects raised in the present 
tlon. 


quest! 



5. In the li^tt of the facts stated above, Ministry of 

External Affairs are requested to accept transfer of the 
Question and communicate the necessary facts to Lok Sabha 
Secretariat, as required by them, urgently. 


t 


(Prakash Shah) 
Joint Secretary 
27. 2.1979 


m>i 




& 


3 


M.E.A. (Shrlmati Manorma Bhalla. JS, Establishment). 
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- SECRET 

? .RELyVEKT .USSTIOH 


Ministry of Externa 1 af fairs 



fit 


Subject i Starred Question Dy. No. 4785 for 7,3.79 
regarding treasure box belonging to 
Netajt Subhas Chandra oose. 

/'t? 

With reference to P.M.'s office U.O.No. 

P MS-4994 dated 34.3,1979 regarding the transfer of 
the above Starred Question to this Ministry, It is 
noticed that another Starred Question No, 60 by 
S/Shri H.V.Kamath and Sunendra Blkram more or less 
of a similar nature, was ansvered by the Prime 
Minister in the Lok Sabha on 22,11.1978. Parts (a) 
and Cb) of the question due for answer on 7.3.1979 in 
the Lok Sabha have already been answered by the Prire 
Minister on 22.11.1978. An exhaustive note on the 
EiA treasure was sent to PH's Secretariat vide this 
Ministry's U.Q.No.25/4/KG0-Vol. Ill dated 202.1978. 
We have no information on part (c) and PM' s Office 
U.O.No. Ptei-4S94 dated 24.2,1979 contains the answer 
to part (d )•'-£- w 



2. In view of the foregoing It would be 

appropriate If the present question is also answered 
by the Prime Minister. 


3. PM*s Office ray kindly accept the question 

and convey their acceptance to the Lok Sabha under 
Intimation to this Ministry. X 


Sd/- 

(M. L. Suri) 

Deputy SecretaryCLstabll 





1979 


Copy to the Lok Sabha Secretariat (Question 
Branch), New Delhi, w.r.t. their U.O.No.S. Q .4785/7.3/ 
79- Q dated 22. 2. 1979. 


^ C (M. L.' Burl) 
Deputy Secretary (Est) 
26.2.79 



MOST IMMEDIATE 
PARLIAMENT QUESTION 


A 




/ 


PRIME MINTSTER’S OFFICE 


/ 


Subject •- 


Starred question ny. no. 4785 for 7-3-79 
regarding treasure box belonging to Netajl 
Subha s Chandra Bose. 


D 


. 2A 
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A copy of the L®k Sabha, q». on the above subject 
alongvdth the Lok Sab ha sectt. u»o» no. SQ 4785/7*3/ 
79-q dated the 22nd peb* 1979 is enclosed^ as the 
inform at ion asked for in the question mainly relates 
to the Ministry of External Affairs, they are requested 
to accept transfer of the^qi^ 9 and convey the acceptan- 
ce to the LOk sabha s*ctt. under intimation to this 
office. 


mentioned 


A$ reqard part (d) of the question it may be 
ned that there is no proposal for 'such an enquiry. 


(N*S« sreeranan) 
private secretary to 
the prime Minister 


M.E.A. TsWti K«P* Balakrishnan, Director, Establishment} 
P*m7»s Oiiice u.o, /fit's -Iff <? ' 


Ki^. c »f 




Ac ■ 
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-ix. u-^tf * (<y ^4 (&.) 


£ WVL CA>'V^ q -Jk , 


r<v^ (cl) «A ( ci) ^ M ^ 
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MOST IMMEDIATE 


LOK SABHA SECRETARIAT 
(Question Branch) 


Subject: Starred Question Dy.No. 4-785 for ' 7-^*1 979 

regarding Treasure box belonging to Netaji Subl&s 
Chandra Bose. 

The Prime Minister's secretariat is requested 
kindly to state the facts regarding the above question 
(copy enclosed) with a view to enable the Speaker to 
decide the admissibility of the question. 

While furnishing the facts, it may please be 
stated whether the note has been shown to the Minister. 

In the absence of any indication to this effect, it 
will be assumed that it has been issued with the 
'ipproval of the officer who has signed it. 

It may also please be stated whether the Ministry 
have any objection to the information contained therein 
bdng conveyed to the Member. 

A reply is requested bjr 26 thFebiuaiy 1979 

Sd/- 





dated- the 22nd Feb. 79 






— gjjBHB Hfi 



Will the Prime Minister be pleased to state: 
whether Government have got all the reports about 
Netaji's treasure that had bean sent to the Government of I 

•* , L 

by the Government of Japan; 

(b) if so, all facts collected uptll now; 

f 

(c) whether Government had Informed Khosla Commission 

that the file marked as 'Natali's treasure* which was 
being handled by the former Additional Secretary to the Prig's 
Minister ( Mr. Mohd. Yunus) has destroyed or missing; snd 
Cd) whether Government will institute a thorough inquiry 

find out all facts about the missing treasure of a z -ad Hind 
Government that was carrledby Neta^i Siubbas Chandra Bose 
on 17 th August, 1945 when he left Saigon by air? 



GS/ 22 . 2 . 
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jKLfifci JUHaVOgBESJUUj^^aiSt HOTOPpgi j i.q 7 » 

M. .Aetaji subhas ghahdm. eose 


'60. 


SgELMBL yjgffiU. XAMiHi 

jSii x l X gTJ 1 £ N lJii A _ B XiC ii/lK i 


Will the PRIME iilhlEfER he pleaded to states 
(a) 'Whether it is a fact that a treasure box belonging to 

the President of Arsee Hukumat- e- Azad Hind, Petaji Subhas Chandra 
i-ose, was brought to India some years ago; 


C b) if so, when exactly, by whom and in what circumstances; 


( c) where and to whose custody it had been kept since; 


Cd) whether it was opened recently; 


( e) if so, when exactly, by whom under whose orders; 


(f) the reasons for opening the box; 


Cg) the names of persons who were present when the box was 


opened.; 


(h) the description of the box, and of the method o" 

techniques by which it was opened; 


(i) 


the detailed inventory of the contents of the box; 


(j) whether the box is lying open with the contents taken 

out or whether the contents have been replaced and the box 
re- closed; 


(k) 


where the box: is now kept; 


C 1) whether the box and its contents are available for 

observation and inspection by Members of Parliament; and 


/ 


> * • 


2 /- 


Cm) 


if not ? the reasons therefor? 


A-.JL.iL. W__E .R 


P KlhE K liil oTLR DES AI ).: 

La).. j£jLmis A Statement is placed on the table of the House. 





(Boteforthip! -ur-.-b**^ 
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BTA fEI iENT LAI D O l N Tr l$ T ABLE Off THE HOURS Iff A NSWER 
JQ -LQK.-SAB HA STEERED. .£uE£l±QIl .22- 11- 19,7 8 


(a) Aether it is a fact that a 
treasure box belonging to the 
President of Ar zee Hukumat-e- 
Azad Hind 3 Metaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose a was brought to India some 
years ago 5 

# , 

(b) if so, when exactly , by 

whom and in what circumstances*, 


C c) where and to whose custody 
it had been kept since§ 


( d) whether it was opened 
recently* 

( e) if so s when exactly, by 
whom under whose orders 5 


(a) & (b): A box said to contain 
the treasure that was salvaged 
from the aircraft in which N eta j i 
Bubhas Chandra Bose was reported 
to have met his death was brought 
'to Delhi from Tokyo by an official 
of the Government of India under 
instructions from the then Prime 

1 

Minister in November 1952, It was 
banded over to him immediately on 
arrival and was retained by the 
Ministry of External Affairs 


temporarily. 


i 


(c) The box, which is placed in 
a diplomatic bag sealed by the 
Mini s tr y of Bxter nal Af fairs , was 

l. 

entrusted on 3 fth December 1953 
to the National Museum, New Delhi, 
for safe custody, and has 
remained with the National Museum 
since then, 

Cd) Yes. 

(e) & (g)i °n 9th October, 1978 in 
the presence of the following 
Officers! 


Cl) Shri A. a. Gill, Additional 
Becretary, Depit. of Culture 


V2) Shri M* ft* Deshpande^ Director 
d ener al , Ar eha eol og real au rvey 
of India. 


(3) Shri C. Sivaramamurti, Former 
Director j National Museum. 

(<•) Dr. P. Eanerjoe, Assistant 
Director, National Museum. 

(5) Shri I.D. Mat’mr, Keeper (L&E) 
National Museum. 

(6) Dr, N.Ii. Banerjee, Director} 
National Museum. 

3b ri K, P. 3a I a k r i s In na n , Director 
C Es tablishment) and Shri Ati^h 
Sinha, Under Secretary, of the 
Ministry of External Affairs, 
joined later and left before the 
contents were sealed again. The 
box. was opened under instructions 
of the Prime Minister. 

(f) the reasons for opening (f) To verify the observations 

the box; made in Chapter VI of Shri Shah 

Nawaz Khan’s Report about the 
contents of the box, 

(g) the names of persons who 
were present when the box 
was opened; 


(h) the description of the box, (h) The seal of the cloth bag 
and of the method or techniques containing the box was opened 
by which it was opened; and the bag seen to contain a 

steel suitcase. The suitcase 
was opened with the key tied to 
the seal of the Diplomatic bag. 


C i) The box was found to contain 


( i) the detailed inventory of 
the contents of the box; / seventeen packages , the contents 


Cj) whether the box is lying 
open with the contents taken 
out or whether the contents 
have been replaced and the 
box re-closed; 

( k) where the box is now kept; 

( l ) whether the box and its 
contents are available for 
observation and inspection by 
Members of Parliament; and 


of which were medals, rings, chains, 
wrist watches, ear-rings, pendants, 
ear-studs, brooches, bangles, 
fragments of stones, shirt buttons, 
Signet rings, nose-ring stones, 
iron nail and other miscellaneous 
items almost all of which are in 
damaged and charred condition. The 
net weight of the articles, 
excluding weight of wrappers was 
found to be 13491,25 grammes^/ An 
inventory has been prepared. 

( 3 ) The contents of tile box 
were placed inside the suitcase 
and bag, and once again sealed 
with the seal of the National 
Museum. 

Ck) In' 'the National Museum. 

Cl) & Cm)s The box has been 
re- sealed with the contents 
and hence they are not available 
for inspection. 


Cm) if not, the reasons therefor? 


MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 


Subject*- IN A TREASURE, 

... \ 

As directed by the Principal Secretary to 
the Prime Minister, a copy of the detailed note 

t 

on the IN A Treasure 1 prepared in this Ministry 
is sent herevith. 

Kindly acknowledge receipt. 


Director. 

MRA U.O.N 




( K.P.Balakrishnan. ) 
Director (Establishment) 


onal Museum ( Dr.N.R.Baner.lee 


NGQ-Vol.III 


B&L 

. 21 . 


Dt. 21.12.1978 
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MINISTRY CF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS. 


m 


Subject:- IN A TREASURE . 


As desired by the Principal Secretary to the 
Prime Minister, a copy of the detailed note on the 
" INA Treasure • prepared in this Ministry is sent 
herewith. 


i 


( K.P.Balakrishnan. ) 
Director (Estblishment) 


-Jerime Minister 1 s Secretariat 
ME A U . 0 .NO . ?5/ VKGO-VOI, . Ill 


Dt • ?1 .12.1978 





XNA TREASURE 


There is a large degree of uncertainty regarding the 
early history of the "INA Treasure" from the time Netaji 
Subhash Chandra Bose left Rangoon in April 19**5 j carrying ^ 
number of valuables with him to the time that certain valuables 
sere handed over to the Indian Liaison Mission in Tokyo on 
2**th September, 195 1 by Shri Ram Murthy, one of Netaji's 
former associates. Netaji had received sizeable donations 
from Indian residents in South East Asia, in the form of cash 
and valuables for financing the INA* On the occasion of his 
birthday in January 19**5 he v^as weighed against gold. How much 
of the liquid assets were carried by Netaji during his retreat 
from Rangoon onwards cannot be ascertained precisely, as was 
noted by the Netaji Enquiry Committee in 1956. Witnesses 
examined by the Committee gave widely differing versions of the 
contents and the value of the treasure carried by Netaji. 

Apart from differing versions with regard to the number of boxes ~ 
accompanying him, there vas the testimony of one witness to 
the effect that Net a 31 had taken 140 lbs. of gdd with him and 
that of another who estimated the valuables carried at Rs.1 crore,. 

r 

One witness whose testimony received some independent corrobora- 
tion by a Japanese witness vas Netaji's personal valet who was 
apparently present at the time when the boxes containing the 
valuables were checked before Netaji*s departure from Bangkok 
in August 191*5. According to t&is witness there were four steel 
cases which contained articles of Jewellery commonly worn by 
Indian women. Pounds and Guineas and some gold wires. In 
addition to these, four boxes, there was also a small leather 


^personal 

effects and 
certain other 
valuable 



Zit 





attache case containing Ne t a Ji* s/articles he had brought from 

Singapore, The Netaji Inquiry Committee found that during his 

last visit to Singapore and Bangkok, Netaji had disbursed large 

amounts. The Committee vas unable to get any accurate picture 

of what Netaji carried with him at the time of his departure 

from Bangkok but contended that some valuables such as ornaments 

vere certainly carried by him. The Committee also found it 

difficult to reconstruct the events as relevant documents had 

in 

been destroyed to -void falling/to the Allied hands. Some 
witness had testified that Netajl was not keen on taking the 
treasure with him and had wanted to leave/in Bangkok or Saigon 

tv- 6 - 

but since none vas willing to take charge of it, he carried the 
valuables with him. 

2. A number of vintnesses had testified to seeing the bares 
containing the treasure at the Saigon Airfield just before 
Netaj^s outward flight in the afternoon of 17th August 19^5* 
While, here, again there are widely differing versions, the 
Committee has taken as conclusive the fact that Netaji carried 
from Saigon with him "two large leather suit-cases about 30" 

long containing gold and valuables. " While the committee could 
not get any estimates of the value of the contents of the suit- 
cases, the feeling vas that it could not b^-anywhere near the 
Rs.1 crore mentioned by one witness. 

3. After the plane crash at Taihoku on the 18th August, 

Col .H^abibur Rahman had enquired tht next day from Japanese 
officers as to what had happened to the baggage, particularly 
the two leather suit-cases containing valuables* He ^as told 
that, while much of the baggage had been burnt, some charred 
Je-v'ellery had been salvaged from the ground and kept in safe 
custody at the Military Headquarters. The Committee found that 


3 




M 

J 


roughly 


there vas some discrepancy in the accounts given by the Japanese 
officers vho took part in this operation; while one of them stated 
that the valuables, which were sealed in a gasoline can, had been 
kept under guard for only one night in the airfield before 
delivery to Military Headquarters, another wlntess stated that 
it had been kept for four or five days in the air-raid shelter 
under guard before delivery to Headquarters . It is, however, 
certain that the valuables were delivered to the Imperial 
General Headquarters, Tokyo, on 7th September, Officers 

vho took charge of these as well as Col.Hablbur Rahman mentioned 
that the valuables were in a nailed wooden box which was not 
sealed; this Is a departure from the earlier accounts which 
mentioned a sealed gaseollne can. It would appear that on 9th 
or 10th September the box containing valuables vas taken charge 
of by Shri Ram Murthy from the Imperial General Headquarters} 

Shri Ayer vas possibly present. The Committee dound some 
discrepancy In the statements of Dol .Habibur Rahman, Shri Ram 
Murthy and Shri Ayer in regard to the circumstances surrounding 
the handing over the box at the Headquarters ; in particular the 
discrepancies related to the date of delivery and who took charge 
of the box. According to Col.Habibur Rahman, the seals of the 
box containing the valuables were found to be broken at the time 

of delivery; further it appeared to have been tampered with and 

. .. - ‘ ■ 

was much lighter and only half full. The contents were found 

* ^ 

to be ornaments of fold and jewellery, all charred, mixed and 
fused with metals and small nits from the wreckage. They *«re 
/ separated into three lots according to whether they contained 
more gold or base metal. Afterwards, they were re -packed in a 
box and nailed. The vjLght of the valuables was found to be 

V- 


j 


t 




% 
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/charge of 
Shri Ram 
Murthy to be 
handed over 
to any 


11 kgs* This was noted and a rough list was made and signed 
by Col.Hablbur Rahman. A photocopy of the note is available. 
Col .Rahman left the valuables in the/authority which arose in 
India in succession to Retail's movements. At the same time, 
Shrl Ayer left 300 gins, of gcibd and 20,000 Yens in cash with 
Shri Ram Murthy with similar direction. The list prepared 
by Col.Babibur Rahman is as follows! 


1) Comparat ively pure gold in two 
wooden boxes and paper wrapper 
(weight includes vleght of gold 
and wooden, boxes 

ii)0ne packet of gold mixed •vifc£hl 
molten metal, iron etc. (weight 
includes weight of gold,metal 
iron etc. the paper wrapper) 


7 Kg. 900 gms. 


3 Kgs .100 gms. 





X- i < 



Total ... 11 Kgs . 

4-. Shri Ram Murthy kept the valuables and cash with him 

from 194-5 to 1951; it vas not kept in a bank as he feared that 
it might be confiscated by the Occupation authorities. He 
also did not take any steps to contact any Indian authorities 
during all these years. The Committee found reason to believe 
that he denied having the treasure with him; according to 
Shri Ram Murthy, Shri Ayer had advised him not to take any 
action till the connected matters of Retail* s ases was 
satisfactorily solved. During this period there were allegations 
against Shri Bam Murthy in regard to misappropriation of the 
funds of the late Indian Independcence League of which he was 
the President in Japan as well as the valuables carried by 
Hetajl; Shri Ayer* s name had also been associated with these 
charges. The matter had been referred to the Ministry of 
External Affairs by the then Head of the Liaison Mission in 






A 
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Tokyo Stari Hama Rao in December 1947. Subsequent Heads of 
Missions had also reported on suspicions regarding misappropriat- 
ion on the part of Shri Rama Murthy; the fact that he had 
knowledge of existence of the treasure only strengthened the 
suspicions. In 1951 , the Head of the Indian Liaison Mission 
Shri Chettur had reported that Shri Ram Murthy had become 

* i 

affluent overnight in 1946, "when his compatriots were on the 
verge of starvation and misery". 


5. In 1951? Shri Ayer who was then Director of Pubhbity 

in the then Government of Bombay proceeded to Tokyo on what was 
claimed to be a holiday trip. In Tokyo , he stayed with Shri 
Ram Murthy and it came to light subsequently that Shri Ram Murthy 
had also financed Shri Ayer's trip. While in Tokyo, Shri Ayer 
met the Head of the Indian Liaison Mission Shri Chettur on 29th 
May 1951 and stated that one of the objectives of his 'Mission 1 

> fe ! 

to Tokyo was the recovery of the gold and jewellery which had 
been collected from the place in which Netaji met his death. 

He informed Shri Qiettur that sane part of Ketaji's collections 
had been saved such as fused and molten gold ornaments, which 
in his Opinion was worth about Rs.1 lakh. He dismissed local 
rumours put the value of the collection at several millions of 
rupfes. He also informed Shri Chettur that Gol.Hablbur Rahman 
and himself had cmplled a detailed list of the items in 194? 
and he wanted to check these lists before the valuables could be 
sent to India; he handed over to Shri Chettur photostat* copies 

l 'at $he t ime 

'•her. the valu- of letters bitten by Gol.Hablbur Rahman and by himself to 

bles, some gold 

and Yen ?0000/-Shri Ram MurthyZin 1945* He suggested that the valuables be sent 

hed been left 

with Shri Ham to Delhi by Diplomatic hag in small lots to be disposed of Wfryz 

Murthy 

by the g averment of India in such a manner as it deemed fit. 


6 / 
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It would appear from subsequent records that Shri Ayer had 

inspected the valuables on 6th June 1951 while in Tokyo, and 

« 

compared the list with the original list left by Col.Habibur 

Rahman. The following details have been given in hand-written 

note by by him *- 

i) Comparatively pure gold in 8.5 kgs. 

papers bundles only(the increase 
in weight is apparently due to 
different scales used for weighing) 

ii) Gold mixed with molten metal etc. 3*0 kgs. 

Total •• • • 11*5 kgs. 

m . 

' 

, » . 

6* It is Interesting to note that there was no mention 

in the new list of two wooden boxes, whose vieght had also 

Included In the weight as assessed by Col.Habibur Rahman. If 
one takes this into account, the Increase in weight during lecond 
weighing by £&rl Ayer would be even more substantial. 

7. Shri Chettur was instructed by the Government of India 

to take over the valuables should Shri Ayer hand them over to 


the Mission. Subsequently, instructions were sent but to the 

effect that the Mission*# endeavour should be to get possession 

of all the treasure on behalf of Government and to fcdep it in 

safe custody pending instructions in its disposal. However, 

r Shri Ayer did not hand over the treasure to the Mission during 

his visit and left Tokyo for India on 11th June, 19?1. 


8* On his feeturo to India, Shri. Ayer met the Prime Minister 

in September, 19?1 . Subsequently, instructions from Prime 

Minister, our Mission in Tokyo was asked on 23rd September, 1951 

to take over from Shri Ram Murthy all the IMA treasure in his 

possession and keep it in the Mission until further instructions 

7/- 
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The Mission vas also asked to intimate the nature and quantity 
of treasure. On 24th September 195*1* the First Secretary of the 
Mission Shri V.C.Trivedi and the Registrar went to Shri Ram Murthy's 
house and took possession of the various packages after opening 
and weighing them with the Mission* s scales in the presence of 
Shri Ram Murthytff^ws®* and his wife. It was found that there 
were three cloth bundles containing valuables, a paper package 
containing gold pieces and Yen 20, OCX) In cash. The list prepared 
by the Mission indicating the weights of various packages was sent 
to the Ministry. Subsequently, there is record of the valuables 
having been weighed twice; one in the Ministry of External Affairs 
soon after their arrival in India (the date is not specified but 
it is somewhere around 1.12. 1952) end lastly in the National 
Museum on instructions of Brine Minister on 9*10*78* The following 
table has been prepared to compare the weights of individual items 
as found on the three occasions:- ' 



BUNDLE I- Package 1 
Package 2 
Package 3 
Package 4 
Package 5 
Package 6 
Package 
Package 
Package 9 
Package 10 
Package 11 
Package 12 


* 

B01IDLB II 


Package 13 
Package 14 


Weight indic- 
ated by Indian 
Mission in Tokyo 
at the time of 
taking over 

400 gms. 

2 Kgs. ^60 gms 
325 gms 
325 gms 
700 gms 
1 kg. 700 gms 
825 gms 
425 gm» •/ 

320 gms 
425 g®s 
105 gms 
200 gms 
50 gms 
50 gms 


Weight found 
on inspection 
on 9.IO578 


Weight fcund 
on inspection 
in MEA after 
arrival 

(i-i2-iQ*a)i 

399.90 gms. 389.5 gms. 

2 Kgs. 447.07 gms 3.05V Kgs. 

318 gms. 

318 gms 
628 gms 
1656. 5 gms 
812 gms 
425.6 gms 

2 07.5 gms 
I9.7 gms 
101 gms 
205.0 gms 
46 gms 
50.5 gms. 


3j500*gs. 
1 ,600 kgs 


315.70 gms 
31 4. 60 gms 
624.32 gms 
1 kg. 643. 65 gms 

797.05 gms 
424*75 gm» 
303-55 gms 

415.55 gms 
108.95 gms 

201.55 gms 
44.22 gms 

43.05 gms 

3.442 gms 
Not weighed 


Ayer 1 a lot 

.Nine pieces of 
gold 300 gms 


T 


298.75 gms 


3.493.2 gms 
9665 grras. 


300.05 gms 
-. 8 /- 
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9* At the time of taking over of the valuables in Tokyo 

Shri Chettur pointed out that the veight as found by the Mission 
was more than vrhat was shown in Col .Habibur Rahman* s letter* 

The latter had also not mentioned the thA*d package containing 
dust and base metal; according to Shri Ram Mur thy this had been 
omitted as it was practically worthless . Shri Chettur found 
two suspicious circumstances, one that the pieces of gold handed 
over by Shri Ram Murthy appeared to be bright and completely 
untarnished and did not appear to have been kept in custody for 
nearly six years as was claimed. Shri Ayer , who was supposed 
to have left the gold pieces with Shri Ram Murthy in 194-5 had 
asserted that the pieces were exactly in the form in which he 
had brought them from Saigon. Farther, the 20,000 Yen handed 
over to the Mission vas in the notes then current and not in 

J 

the notes current in 194-?. Shri Chettur was at that time able 

to get a confidential report from the Japanese Foreign Ministry 

on the question of the treasure. According to this, N®taji 

had substantial quantity of gold ornaments and precious stones 

suit- 

in Saigon but w^as allowed to carry orily two/cases on the ill 
fated flight. Kven those two suit-cases, according to 
Shri Dhettur, must have carried very much more than v+iat was 
handed over by Shri Ram Murthy to the Mission in 1951 • There 
were also uncertainties surrounding the fate of the bulH of 
the treasure which Hetaji had left in Saigon itself; that it 
vas substantial is indicated by the fact that on 26th January 
194-5* Netajl had been weighed against gctt. Against this , 1 

background, Shri Chettur felt that it was difficult to believe 
that the 300 grams of gold handed over by Shri Ram Murthy to 
the Mission represented all that Shri Ayer had brought from 
Saigon. Shri Chettur drew the conclusion that Shri Ayer, 

9/- 


apprehensive of the early conclusion of the Peace Treaty, had 
cone to Tokyo to "divide the loot and salve his and Shri Ram 
Murthy* s conscience by the handing over of a small quantity 
to the Government in the hope that by doing so, he would also 
succeed in drawing a red herring across the trail". 

10. The Netaji Enquiry Committee in 1956 has not drawn 
any s peel fie conclusions on whether the treasure had been 
misappropriated, and if so, by whom. The Committee concluded 
that the chaired and damaged pieces of gold and jevwellery 
etc. which are in the National Museum formed a part of Netaji*s 
baggage in his last Journey and were salvaged from the Taihcku 
Airport and later recovered from Shri Ram Murthy. The CcmmiAtee 
also found that what was handed over by Shri Ram Murthy in 1951 
tallied with the list signed by Qfcl.Habibur Rahman. But the 
Committee could reach no conclusion on how much of valuables 
were carried by Netaji in his last flight and how much- of it 
vas redovered, particularly since the two suit-cases siid to 
have been taken by Netaji had not been weighed; the Committee 
was of the view that the quantity that has been recovered was 
mojeh lets than all that Netaji carried with him. In view of the 
discrepancies In statements relating to the conclusion of the 

t . j 

valuables from Taihoku Airport, their subsequent custody and 
handing over to Netaji* s associates, the Committee expressed 
the opinion that "it was far frora clear as to what was dollected 
from laihoku Airport, whether and when the container was changed 
whether there vas any subtraction and who took delivery of it 
in Tokyo and when". The Committee suggested that in ease a sep- 
arate inquiry tiito this was considered necessary, such an 
inquiry would have to cover not only the treasure carried by 
Netaji on his last journey but also examination of the entire 
assests and liabilities, in cash and kind, of the Provisional 


Government of Azad Hind* The Committee was however was not sure 
whether such an inquiry would serve any purpose after the lapse 
of time espedl&lly since whatever records there might have been, 
had been destroyed. 

11« The one-man Inquiry Commission headed Justice Khosla 

not 

in Be port dated 30 th June 197^ dicV'go into any detail on the 
subject of the treasure. The Commission had not specifically 

I - ■‘S - 

enquired into this matter. The Commission has noted a suggestion 
made to it that part of the treasure had been misappropriated 
by Shri Ram Mur thy and his brother J.Murthy. But the Ccmmlsslon 
cculd not find any satisfactory proof of such misappropriation 
and felt that "no useful purpose could be served by pursuing 
a quest which was not likely to yield anything definite or 
worthwhile". 

I ^ 

12* In October 195X* our Ambassador in Tokyo was asked 

whether the treasure could nofe'be brought over to India as our 

Peace Treaty with Japan had come into force. The Mission proposed 

on 27th October 1952 that the valuables be sent with Shri Damle 

Joint Secretary in the Ministry of Agrlculuture, who was on a 

visit to Tokyo at that time and vas returning to India on 7th 

November. The Mission felt that it was not necessary to refer 

the matter to the Japanese Government who hadevinced no interest 

in the matter. Due to delay in the flight Shri Damle, reached 

Delhi on the 10th evening by PAN AM flight No. 3. At the request 

of Ministry of External Affairs, instructions were issued to the 

Customs examination under the *note and pass 1 procedureon the 
d 

understaning that the articles would be assessed later and customs 
duty paid by the Ministry of External Affairs. An impart permit 
from the Be serve Bank of India was also not insisted upon. 


11 /- 


13* According to the records, Shri Damle on artival 

delivered the valuables to Shri H.Dayal, then Joint Secretary 
(Administration) in the Ministry of External Affairs. The suit- 
cases vas kept in his cabinet. Thereafter, on an unspecified 
date, the valuables were checkdd and weighed. The resulsts of 
the weighing are in the table given earlier ( it is to be noted 
that neither the earlier list sent by our Mission in Tokyo 
indicating the weights as found at the time of taking over of 
valuables from Shri Ram Mur thy nor the list as prepared in the 
Ministry after arrival of the items here are signed or authenti- 
cated). The valuables were sonsidered to be worth about 
Rs.90,000 at that time; this is presumably based on a message 
from the Mission in Tokyo before despatch of the goods that they 
might be insured for Rs.90,000/- Prime Minister inspected the 
articles on 9*1*19 53* He minuted as follows: - 

"I saw this treasure. It made a poor show. Apart 
from some gold pieces, it consisted of charred 
remains of some rather cheap jewellery chiefly some 
silver and gold articles, all broken up. I think 
that this should be kept as it is. Apart from 
everything else, it is sane evidence of the aircraft 
accident and subsdqufcnt fire". 

1*f. The question of exempting the valuables from Customs 

duty was taken up with the Ministry of Finance. It was suggested 
to the Ministry of External Affairs that in case these were 
considered as articles of historical value which would be kept in 
a public place, exemption could be given. This was confismed 
by the Ministry and exemption from customs duty was accorded. 

1?. As regards the custody of the box containing valuable 

this vas taken over by Shri Devi Dyal, Deputy Secret ary (Adminis- 
tration) on 26th Septembet, 1953 arid deposited in the 
Treasurers safe. On $th October 19?3» the box was double 


sealed with an NGO seal and a EM*s Secretariat seal in presence 
of Deputy Secret ary (Administration). It is seen from a subseq- 
uent note that the box containing the valuables had been put 
inside a sealed bag and deposited in the cash chest of the 
Ministry. 

16 . The Ministry of External Affairs vas in touch with 

the Hi's Secretariat in regard to the eventual disposal of these 

valuables. On 12.11,1953 the Prime Minister suggested that the 

Ministry of Education take charge of the treasure after inspection. 

Following this, Shri Humayun Kabir of the Ministry of Education 

Shri J.K.Roy, Superintendent* Central Asian Antiquities Museum 

(National Museum) and Joint Secret ary (Administration), Ministry 

of External Affairs, inspected the treasure on 27. 11, 19 ^ 3 . 

Thereafter Shri Kabir recorded a note to the effect that the 

items vere not suitable for exhibition and therefore these could 

best be handed over to the family of Netaji Bose, if necessary, 

* 

after a brief exhibition in Delhi. The then Minister of 
£ due at ion, Maul ana AbuZ Kalam Arad suggested that these items 
be handed over^to Meta ji * s family. However, Prime Minister in a 
minute recorded on 2 . 12.1953 stated that the articles could not 
be sent to the Netaji's family as the family had shown no interest 
in them and were not prepared to admit that Netaji had died in 
that accident. R4 stated that while there was no question of 
holding an exhibition of these articles, since they were of histo 
rical value, they should be kept carefully. Following these 
instructions, the Ministry of Edu cation decided that the treasur 
locked in abox and sealed, would be deposited in the National 
Museum. This vas done on 30 th December, 1953- In a note 
recorded on the taking over, which has been signed by shri J.K. 


Roy, superintendent, National Museum, Shri A.C.Banerji of the 
National Muse end Shri Devi Dyal, Deputy Secret ary (Administration) 
Ministry of External Affairs, it is stated that the box containing 
the treasure as per list on the file was opened, contents checked 
and thereafter re-locked and re-sealed with the NGO seal of the 
Ministry of External Affairs and handed over along with the key 
to Shri Roy. Shri Roy has recorded on 2.1.1954 that the treasure 
has been safely deposited in the National Museum. 

1 7. As regards the sum of Yen 20,000/- which had been handed 
over to the Embassy of India, Tokyo, by Shri Ram M'grthy, this 
amount was taken into Government account for purposes of transfer 
to India. This amount, equivalent to Rs.26?/- and 10 annas, 
remained in the Ministry of External Affairs pending a decision 
on its disposal. On 2.12.54, Prime Minister's secretariat 
instructed that this amount be handed over to the INA Belief 
Fund of the AICC. This was accordingly done on 16.12. 1954, 
against a receipt issued by the AlCC. The papers relating to 

the INA Treasure had been made available to the Netaji Inquiry 
Committee in 19?6. The Report of the Committee indicates that 
the Committee inspected the valuables at the National Museum twi< 
on the second occasion along vith Kundan Singh, Netaji's 
personal valet, who Identified a number of articles as belonging 
to Netajl. It would appear after the inspection, the box was 
re-sealed with the NGO seal of the Ministry of External Affairs. 

18. The box was openedagaln on 9*10.78 on Prime Miiister'* 
instructions. Additional Secretary, Department of Culture, 
Director, National Museum, Director General; Archaelogical 
Survey of India, vere present at the opening; representatives 
of the Ministry of External Affairs were also present though 
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not at the initial opening of the box. Detailed information 
on the results of examination of the articles would be 
available with the Department of Culture and Prime Minister* s 
Office. However, the weights of different packages, as now 
ascertained by Museum officials have been give in the table 
on page 7 • This information was provided by the Prime 
Minister's office. 
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There Is a large degree cf uncertainty 
regarding the early history of the "INA Treasure" 
from the time Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose left 
Rangoon In April 1945, carrying s number of valuables 
with him to the time that certain valuables were 
handed over to the Indian Liaison Mission In Tokyo 
on 24th September 1951 by Shrl Ram Murthy, one of 
Retajl's former associates. Netaji had received 
sizeable donations from Indian residents in South 
East Asia, in the form of cash and valuables for 
financing the INA, On the occasion of his birthday 
in January 1945 he was weighed against gold. How 
much of the liquid assets were carried by Netaji 
during his retreat from Rangoon onwards cannot be 
ascertained precisely, as was noted by the Netaji 
Inquiry Committee in 1966. Witnesses examined by the 
Committee gave widely differing versions of the contents 
end the value of the treasure carried by Netaji. Apart 
from differing versions with regard# to the number of 
boxes accompanying him, there was the testimony of 
one witness to the effect that Netaji had tales n 140 lbs. 
of gold with him and that of another who estimated the 
valuables cartfed at Rs.l crore. One witness whose 
testimony received some independent corroboration 
by a Japanese witness was Netaji's personal valet 
who was apparently present at the time when the 
boxes containing th> valuables were checked before 
Netaji's departure from Bangkok In August 1945. 

According to this witness there were four steel cases 
which contained articles of jewellery commonly worn 
by Indian women, Pounds and Guineas and some gold wires. 
In addition to these, four boxes* there was also a small 
leather attache case containing Netaji^ personal 



effects and certain other valuable articles he had 
brought from Singapore. The Ifetaji Inquiry Committee 
found that during his last visit to Singapore and 
Bangkok, Netaji had disbursed large amounts. The 
Committee was unable to get any accurate picture of 
what Jfetaji carried with him at the time of his 


• t « 


2 


*2 1 - 



w 

f\s 



departure from Bangkok but some valuables such as 

A 

ornaments were certainly carried bv him. The Committee 
also found it difficult to reconstruct the events as 
documents had been destroyed to avoid falling into 
Allied hands. Some witnesses had testified that Ifetaji 
was not Veen on taking the treasure with him and had 
wanted to leave it in Bangkok or in Saigon but since 
noone was willing to take charge of it, he carried 
the valuables with him. 


2. A number of witnesses had testified to seeing 

the boxes containing the treasure at the Saigon airfield 
Just before ffetaji's outward flight in the afternoon 
of 17th Augtflfc 1945. While, here again, there are 
widely differing versions, the Committee has taken 
as conclusive the fact that Netajl carried from Saigon 
with him "two large leather suit-cases about 30" 
long containing gold and valuables". While the 
Committee could not get any estimate of the value 
of the contents of the suit-cases, the feeling was 

r\ 

that it eoul^d not be anywhere near the Re.l crore 
mentioned by one witness. 


3. After the plane crash at Taihoku on the 

18th August, Col* Hablbur Rahman had enquired the 
next day from Japanese officers as to what had 
happened to the baggage, particularly the two lertiier . 
suit-cases containing valuables. He was told that, 
while much of the Ipaggage had been burnt, some 
charred jewellery had been salvaged from the ground 
and kept in safe custody at the Military Headquarters. 
The Committee found that there was some discrepancy 
in the accounts given by the Japanese officers who 
took part In this operation; while one of them 
stated that the valuables, which were sealed in a 
gasoline can had been kept under guard for only one 
night in the air field before delivery to Military 
Headquarters, another witness stated that it had been 
kept for four or five days In the air-raid shelter 
guard before delivery to Headquarters. It is, 
however, certain that the valuables were delivered 
to the Imperial General Headquarters, Tokyo, on 
7th September. The officers who took charge of these 
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as well as Col. Habibur Rahman mentioned that the valuable 
wpre in a nailed wooden box which was not sealed; this 
is a departure from the earlier accounts which mentioned 
a sealed gaseoline can. It would appear that on 9th 
or 10th September the box containing valuables was taken 
Charge of by Shri Ram Murthy from the Imperial General 
Headquarters; Shri Ayer was possiblv present. The 
Committee found some discrepancy in the statements of 
Col. Habibur Rahman, Shri Ram Murthy and Shri Ayer 
in regard to the circumstances / the box / surrounding' 1 ** 
at the Headquarters; in particular the discrepancies 
related to the date of delivery and who took charge of 
the box. According to Col. Habibur Rahman, the seals 
of the box containing the valuables wpre found to be 
broken at the time of delivery; further it appeared 
to have been tampered with and was much lighter and 
half full. The contents were found to be ornaments 
of gold and jewellery, all charred, mixed and fused 
with metals and small bits from the wreckage. They 
were roughly separated into three lots according to 
whether they contained more gold or base metal. After- 
wards, they were re-packed in a box and nailed. The 
. weight of the valuables w€td found to be 11 kgs. This 
was noted and a rough list was made and signed by 
Col. Habibur Rahman. A photocopy of the note is 
available. Col. Rahman left the valuables in the 
charge of Shri Ram Murthy to be handed over to any 
authority which arose in India in succession to Netaji's 
movements. At the same tifce, Shri Ayer left 300 gms. 
of gold and sOOOOYens in cash with Shri Ram Murthy 
with similar direction. The list prepared by 
Col. Habibur Rehman is as followss- 

i) Comparatively pure gold in 
two wooden boxes and paper 
wrapper (weight includes 
weight of gold and wooden 
boxes 

ct«x ^ . 

11) One lm tt€ gold mixed with 
molten metal, Iron etc* 

(weight includes weight of 
gold, metal, iron etc. 
the paper wrapper) 

Total ••• 11 kgs. 


7 kg. 900 gms. 


3 kg. 100 gms* 
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4. Shri Ram Mur thy kept the valuables ana cash 

with him from 1945 to 1951; it was not kept in a bank 
as he fearea that it might be confiscated by the 
Occupation authorities. He also did not take any 
steps to contact any Indian authorities during all 
these years. The Commitee found reason to believe 
that he denied having the treasure with him; according 
to Shri Ram Murthy, Shri Ayer had advised him not to 
take any action till the connected matter of Netaji’s 
ashes was satisfactorily solved. During this period 
There were allegations against Shri Ram Murthy in 
regard to misappropriation of the funds of the late 
Indian Independence league of which he was the 

President in Japan as well as the valuables carried 
by Netaji; Shri Ayer’s name had also been associated 
with these charges. The matter ted been referred to 

the Ministry of External Affairs by the then Head 

SM"* £ A 11^/ 
•**“ . *3. 

1*0* ^ 

of the Liaison Mission in Tokyo Shri Rama Rao in 
December 1947, Subsequent Heads of Missions had 
also reported on suspicions regarding misappropriation 
on the part of Shri Ram Murthy; the fact that he 
had denied knowledge of existence of the treasure 
only strengthened the suspicions. In 1951, the Head 
of the Indian Liaison Mission Shri Chettur had reported 
that Shri Ram Murthy had become affluent overnight 
in 1946, "when his compatriots were on the verge of 
starvation and misery”. 

# 

5, In 1951, Shri Ayer who was then Director 

of Publicity in the then Government of Bombay 
proceeded to Tokyo on what was claimed to be a 
holiday trip. In Tokyo, he stayed with Shri Ram Murthy 
and it came to light subsequentl y that Shri Ram Murthy 
had also financed Shri Ayer’s trip. While in Tokyo, 

< J n * o ^ 
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Shri Ayer met the Head of the Indian Liaison Mission 
Shri Chettur on 29th May 1951 and stated that one of 
the objectives of his "mission” to Tokyo was the 
recovery of the gold and Jewellery which had been 
collected from the plane in which Netaji met his death. 
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He informed Shri Chettur that some part of Netaji's 
collections had been saved^such as fused and molten 
gold ornaments, which in his opinion was worth about 
Rs.l lakh. He dismissed tfre local rumours put the 
value of the collection at several millions of rupees* 

He also informed Shri Chettur that Col. Habibur Rahman 
and himself had compiled a detailed list of the items 
in 1945 aid he wanted to check these lists before the 
valuables could be sent to India; he handed over to 
Shri Chettur photostat copies of letters written by 
Col. Habibur Rahman and by himself to Shri Ram Murthy 
at the time when the valuables, some gold and Yen 20,000 
had been left with Shri Ram Murthy in 1945. He suggested 
that the valuables be sent to Delhi by diplomatic bag 




by small lots to be disposed of by the Cover me nt of 
Indie in such a manner as deemed fit. It would appear 
from subsequent records that Shri Ayer had inspected 
the valuables on 6th June 1951 while in Tokyo, and 
compared the list with the original list left by 
Col. Habibur Rahman. The following details have 
been given in hand -written note bvhimi- 


i) 


ii> 


Comparatively pure gold iniaper 
bundles only: 

tthe increase in weight is 
apparently due to different 
scales used for weighing) 

Gold mixed with molten metal 
etc. 


8.5 kgs, 


Total 


* * # 


3.0 kgs 1 

13.,'S fcgfr 


6* It is interesting to note that there was no 

mention in the new list of two wooden boxes, whose 
weight had also Included in the weight as assessed by 
Col. Habibur Rahman, If one takes this into account, 
the increase in weight during second weighing by 
Shri Ayer would be even more substantial. 

7, Shri Chettur was instructed by the Government 

of India to take over the valuables should Shri Ayer 
hand them over to the Mission. Subsequently, 
instructions were sent out to the effect that the 

Mission’s endeavour should be to get possession of all 
the treasure on behalf of Government and to keep It 
in safe custody pending irstructlons on Its disposal* 
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TIavever , Bhri Ayer did not hand over the treasure to 
the Mission during his visit and left Tokyo for India 
on 11th June 1951. 


8. On his return to India, Shri Ayer met the 

Prime Minister in September 1951 • Subsequently, 
instructions from Prime Minister, our Mission in 
Tokyo was asked on 23r* September 1951 to take over 
from Shri Ham Mirrthy all the INA Treasure in his 
possession and keep it in the Mission until further 
instructions. The Mission was also asked to intimate 
the nature and quantity of the treasure. On 24th September 
1951, the First Secretary of the Mission Shri V.C. Trivddi 
and the Registrar went to Shri Ram Murthy’s house and 
took possession of the various packages after opening 
and weighing them with the Mission's scales in the 
presence of Shri Ram* Murthy and his wife. It was 
found that there were three cloth bundles containing 
valuables, a paper package containing gold pieces 


and Yen 20,000 in cash. The list prepared by the 
Missionaries ting the of various packages was 


sent to the Ministry. Subsequently, there is record 
of the valuables having been weighed twice* onee in 
the Ministry of External Affairs soon after their 
arrival in India (the date is not specified but 
It is somewhere around 1.12.195^) and lastly in the 
National Museum on instructions of Prime Minister on 
9.10.19783* The following table has been prepared to 
compare the weights of individual items as found 
on the three occasions*- 




Weight indi- 
cated by Indian 
Mission in Tokyo 
at the time of 
taking over 
(24.9.1951) 

Weight found 
on inspec- 
tion in MEA 
after arri- 
val 

(1.12.1952)? 

Weight found 
on inspection 
on 9.10.1978 

Package 

1 

400 grams 

399.90 grams 

389.5 grams 

Package 

2 

2 kgs. 560 grams 

2 kgs. 447. 07ft 

3.054 kgs. 

Package 

3 

325 grams 

315.70 grams 

318 grams 

Package 

4 

325 grams 

314.60 gams 

318 grams 

Package 

5 

700 grams 

624.32 grams 

628 grams 

Package 

6 

1 kg. 700 grams 

1 kg. 643. 65 1 

1656-5 grams 

Package 

7 

825 grams 

797.05 grams 

812 grams 

Package 

8 

425 grams 

424.75 grams 

425.6 grams 

Package 

9 

320 grams 

303.55 grams 

307.5 grams 

Package 

10 

425 grams 

415.55 grams 

419.7 grams 

Package 

11 

105 grams 

108.05 grams 

101 grams 

Package 

12 

200 grams 

201 - S3 grams 

205.0 grams 

Package 

13 

50 grams 

44.22 grams 

46 grams 

Package 

14 

50 grams 

48.05 grams 

50.5 grams 
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Bundle II 
Bundle III 
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2 3 
3,500 Igs. 3.442 

1,600 legs. Not weighed 


l « 



4 

3.493.2 grams 
9665 grams 


Aver T s lot 

Nine pieces of 

gold 300 grams 


.75 

298^gms. 300.05 






At the time of taking over of the valuables 
in Tok&o, Shri Chettur pointed out that the weight 
as found by the Mission was more than what was shown 
in Col; Habibur Rahman's letter. The latter had also 
not mentioned the third package containing dust and base 
metal; according to Shri Ram Murthy this ha 4, been 
omitted as it was practically worthless. Shri Chettur 
found two suspicious circumstances, one that the 
pieces of gold handed over by Shri Ram Murthy appeared 
to be bright and completely untarnished and did not 
appear to have been kept in custody for nearly six 
years as was claimed. Shri Ayer, who was supposed to 
have left the gold pieces with Shri Ram Murthy in 1945 
had asserted that the pieces were exactly in the 
form in which he had brought them from Saigon. Further, 
the 20,000 Yen handed over to the Mission was in the 
notes then current and not in the notes current in 1945. 
Shri Chettur was at that time able to get a confidential 
report from the Japanese Foreign Ministry on the question 
of the treasure. According to this, Netajl had substantial 
quantity' of gold ornaments and precious stones in 
Saigon but was allowed to carry only two suit-cases 
on the ill-fated flight. Even these two suit- cases, 
according to Shri Chettur, must have carried very much 
more than what was handed over by Shri Ram Murthy to 
the Mission in 1951. There were also uncertainties 
surrounding the fate of the bulk of the treasure which 
Net a 31 had left in Saigon itself; that it was 
substantial is indicated by the fact that on 26th January 
1945, Natali had been weighed against gold. Against 
this background, Shri Chettur felt that it was difficult 
to believe that the 300 grams of gold handed over by 
Shri Ran* Murthy to the Mission represented all that 
Shri Ayer had brought from Saigon. Shri Chettur drew 
the conclusion that Shri Ayer, apprehensive of the 
early conclusion of the Peace Treaty, had come to 
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Tokyo to "divide the loot and salve his and 
Shri Ram Murthy’s conscience by the handing over of 
a small quanitity to the Government in tfrehope that 
by doing so, he would also succeed in drawing a red 
herring across the trail". 

10. The Netaji Inquiry Committee in 1956 has 

not drawn any specific conclusions on whether the 
treasure had been misappropriated, and if so, by 
whom. The Committee concluded that the chofehed 
and damaged pieces of gold and Jewellery etc. which 
are in the National Museum form a part of Netaji , s 
baggage in his last Journey and were salvaged from 
the Taihoku Airport and later recovered from 
Shri Ram Mur thy. The Committee also found that 
what was handed over by Shri Ram Murthy in 1951 
tallied with the list signed by Col# Habibur Rahman. 
But the Committee could reach no conclusion on how 
much of valuables were carried by Nr-taji in his 
last flight and how much of it was recovered, parti- 
cularly since the two suit-cases said to have been 
taken by Netaji had not been weighed > The Committee 
was of the view that the quantitv that has been 
recovered was much less than all that Netaji carried 
with him. In view of the discrepancies In statements 
relating to the conclusion of the valuables from 
Taihoku Airport, their subsequent custody and handing 
over to Netaji's associates, the Committee expressed 
the opinion that "it was far from clear as to what was 
collected from Taihoku Airport, whether and when 
the container was changed, whether there was 
any subtraction and who took delivery of It in 
Tokyo and when.''/ The Committee suggested that in case 





a separate Inquiry 


such an Inquiry would have to cover not only the treasure 
carried by Nptaji on his last Journey but also 
examination of the entire assets and liabilities, 
in cash and kind, of the Provisional Government of 
Azad Hind. The Committee was however was not sure 
whether such an inquiry would serve any purpose 
after the lapse of time especially since whatever 
records there might have been, had been destroyed. 
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11* The one-man Inquiry Commission headed by 

Justice Khosla in Report dated 30th June 1974 did 
not go into any detail on the subject of the treasure. 
The Commission had not specifically enquired into 
this matter. The Commission has noted a suggestion 
made to it that part of tile treasure had been 
misappropriated by Shri Ram Murthy and his brotter 
Shri J. Murthy, But the Commission could not find 
any satisfactory proof of such misappropriation and 
felt that "no useful purpose could be served by 
pursuing a quest which was not likely to yield 
anything definite or worthwhile" • 


IS, In October 1952, our Ambassador In Tokyo 

was asked whether the treasure could now be brought 
over to India as our ffeace Treaty with Japan had 
1 come into force. The Mission proposed on 27th October 
1952 that the valuables be sent with Shri Damle , 

Joint Secretary in the Ministry of Agriculture, who 
was on a visit to Tokyo at that time and was returning 
to India on 7th November. The Mission felt that 
it was not necessary to refer the matter to the 
f Japanese Government who had evinced no interest 

in the matter. Due to delay in the flight Shri Damle 
reached Delhi on the 10th evening by PANAK flight No. 3. 
At the request of the Ministry of External Affairs, 
instructions were issued to the Customs to release the 
attache case* containing the valuables without customs 
examination under the 'note and pass' procedure 
on the understanding that the articles would be 
assessed later and customs duty paid by the Ministry 
of External Affairs. An import permit from the 
Reserve Bank of India was also not insisted upon. 

13. According to the records, Shri Damle on 

arrival delivered the valuables to Shri H. Dayal, 
then Joint Secretary (Administration) in the Ministry 
of External Affairs. The sult-casee was kept in his 
cabinet. Thereafter, on an unspecified date, the 
valuables were checked and weighed. The results of 
the weighing are in the table given earlier (It is 
to be noted that neither the earlier list sent by 
our Mission In Tokvo indicating the weights as found 
at the time of taking over of the valuables from 
Shri Ram* Murthy nor the list as prepared in the 
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Ministry after arrival of the items here are signed mm 
authenticated). The valuables were considered to be 
worth about Rs.90,000 at that time; this is presumably 
based on a message from the Mission in Tokyo before 
despatch of the goods that they might be insured for 
Rs.90,000. Prime Minister Inspected the articles on 
9.1.1953. He minuted as followss- 

"I saw this treasure. It made a poor show. 
Apart from some gold pieces, it consisted 
of charred remains <'./ cheap Jewellery 
chiefly some silver and gold articles, 
all broken up. I think^fiis should be 
kept aTp it is. Apart from everything else, 
it is some evidence of the aircraft accident 
and subsequent fire”. 

14. The question of exempting the valuables from 
Customs duty was taken up with the Ministry of Finance. 
It was suggested to the Ministry of External Affairs 
that in case these were considered as articles of 
historical value which would be kept in a public place, 
exemption could be given. This was confirmed by the 
Ministry and exemption from customs duty was accorded. 

15. As regards the custody of the box containing 
valuables, this was taken over by Stari Devi Dyal, 

Deputy Secretary (Administration) from the Joint 
Secretary (Administration) on 26th September 1953 

and deposited In the Treasurer’s safe. On 5th October 
1953, the box was double sealed with an EGO seal and 
a FM's Secretariat seal in presence of Deputy 
Secretary (Administration). ItLseen from a subsequent 
note that the box containing the valuables had been 
put inside a sealed b*#?and deposited in the cash 
chest of the Ministry. 

16. The Ministry of External Affairs was in 
touch with the fM's Secretariat in regard to the 
eventual: disposal of these valuables. On 12.11.1953 
the Prime Minister suggested that the Ministry of 
Education take charge of the treasure after inspection. 
Following this, Shri Humayun Kabir of the Ministry of 
Education, Shri J.K. Rov, Superintendent: Central 
Asian Antiquities Museum (National Museum) and 
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Joint Secretary (Administration), Ministry of External 
Affairs, inspected the treasure on 27.11.1S53. There- 
after Shri Kabir recorded a note to the effect that tte 
items were not suitable for exhibition and therefore 
these could best be handed over to the family of 
Netaji Bose, if necessary, after a brief exhibition 
in Delhi. The then Minister of Education, Maulana 
Abul Kalam Azad suggested that the se items be handed 
over to Netaji's family. However, Prime Minister in 
a minute recorded on 2.12.1S53 stated that the articles 
could not be sent to the Netaji's family as the family 
had shown no interest in them and were not prepared to 
admit that Netajl had died in th?t accident. P.M. stated 
that while there was no question of holding an 
exhibition of these articles, since they were of 
historical value, they should be kept careful^t^ 1 
Following these instructions, the Ministry of Education 
decided that the treasure, locked in a box and sealed, 
would be deposited in the National Museum. This was 
done on 30th December 1953* In a note recorded on 
the taking over, has been signed by Shri J.E. Hoy, /whic 
Superintendent, National Museum, Shri A.C. Banerji 
of the National Museum and Shri Devi Dyal, Deputy 
Secretary (Administration), Ministry of External Affairs, 
it is stated that the box containing the treasure as 
per list on the file was opened, contents checked and 
thereafter re -locked and re-sealed with the NGO seal 
of the Ministry of External Affairs and handed over 
along with the key to Shri Roy. Shri Hoy has recorded 
on 2.1.1954 that the treasure has been safely deposited 
in the National Museum. 

17 . As regards the sum of Yen 20, GOO which had been 

handed over to the Embassy of India, Tokyo, by 
Shri Ram Murthy, this amount was taken into Government 
account for purposes of transfer to India. This amount, 
equivalent to Rs.265 and annas 10, remained In the 
Ministry of External Affairs pending a decision on its 
disposal. On 2.12.1954, Prime Minister's Secretariat 

instructed that this amount be handed over to the INA 
Relief Fund of the A1CC. This was accordingly done on 

16.12.1954 against a receipt issued by the A ICC. 
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The papers relating to the INA Treasure had been made 
available to the Natajl Inquiry Committee in 1956. 

The Report of the Committee indicates that the Committee 
inspected the valuables at the National Museum twice, 
on the second oceasion along with Kundan Singh, personal 
valet, who identified a number of articles as belonging 
to Netaji. It would appear after the inspection, 
the box was re-sealed with the KGC seal of the 
Ministry of External Affairs. 

18. The box was opened again on 9.10.1978 on 

Prime Minister's instructions. Additional Secretary, 

Department of Culture, Director j National Museum, 

Director -General^ Archae logical Survey of India, 

were present at the opening; representatives of the 

Ministry of External Affairs were also present though 

not at the initial opening of the box. Detailed 

Information on the results of the examination of the 

articles would be available with the Department of 

Culture and Prime Minister's Office. However, the 

weights of different pacVages, as now ascertained by 

Worn- k**- 1 *^ * 

Museum officials, given in the table earlier . 

Thb information was provided by Prime Minister's 

Office. 
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There is a large ^egree of uncertainty 
regarding the early history of the "II3A Treasure " 
from the time K=taji Subhash Chandra Bose left 
Rangoon in April 1945, carrying a number of valuables 
with him to the time th -t certain valuables v^-re 
handed over to the Indian Mai son Mission in ToVvo 
on 94th teptenher 1951 hv o hr i Ran: v urthy , one of 
Eetaji *s former assoc 1 * tes. Ke ta j i he^ received 
sizeable donations from Indian residents in South 
Fast 'sis, in thr form of cash and valuables for 
financing the I Hit. Oa the occasion of his birthday 
in Jerrorry 1945 he was weighed against gold. How 
much of the liquid assets were carried by Retail 
during his retreat from Rangoon onwards cannot he 
ascertained precisely *»s was noted by the Jt-taji 
In ulry 'Committee in t&$£. •Jitncsses examined by the 
Committee gave widely differing versions of the contents 
nr’ the value of the treasure curried by I^e taji. Apart 
from differing versions with regards to the number of 
boxes “ c companding film, there was the testimony o.f 
one witness t**. the effect that tfetaji had taken 7.4 n lbs. 
of gol" with him and the * of another who estimated the 
valuables carafe a at Rs . 1 crors. One witness whose 
testimony received some independent corroboration 
by a Japanese witness was >:c tail’s personal valet 
who was apparently pre sent at the tine when the 
boxes containing thr valuables were checked before 
I'etaji’s departure from Bangkok in August 1045 * 

According + o this witness there were four steel cases 
which contained articles cf jewellery commonly worn 
by Indian women, bounds and Guineas and some gold vires. 
In addition to these, four boxes, there was also ?. small 
leather attache case containing detail's personal 
effects end certain other valuable srtlclrs he had 
brought ^rom Singapore. The Ifetaji Inquiry Committee 
found thet during his last visit to Singapore and 
Bangkok, Ketaji had disbursed large amounts. The 
Committee was unable to get any accurate picture of 
what ifetaji carried with him at the time of his 
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ornaments vpre certainly carried bv him. The Committee 
also found it difficult to reconstruct the events as 
documents had b«en destroyed to avoid falling Into 
Allied hands. Some witnesses had testified that fostaji 
was not Vn er on tearing th*> treasure with him «nd had 
van to 1 to lecve It 3ang>oV or in Salmon but since 


noone was willing to tak© charge of It, he carried 
the valuables with him. 


E. A number of witnesses hrtd testified to seeing 

the boxes containing the treasure at the Saigon airfield 
just before JSetaji's outward flight In the afternoon 
of 17th August 1S45. while, here again, the^e are 
widely differing versions, the Committee hag taken 
as conclusive the fact th^t -Ne-aji carried from Saigon 
with him ' two large letthei* suit-cases about 30*' 
long containing gold and valuables". V'hl le the 
Committee could not get nnv estimate of the value 
of ^be contents of the snit-case3, the feeling was 
that it eouQ not be anywhere near the Re ,1 erore 
mentioned by one witness. 

3* After the pi? re er^sh at Tsihokn on the 

18th August, Col. Habibur Rahman had enquired the 
next day £r:'in Japanese o^lcr-rs r s to what had 
happened to the baggage, p- rtl cularly the two leather 
sult-c^ses containing valuables. He was told that, 
while much of the b«ggaee hed h«oc burnt, some 
charred jewellery had been salvn-ed from the ground 
and kept in safe custody at the Hilltary Headquarters. 

The Committee found that tV>re was some discrepancy 
in the accounts given by the Japanese officers who 
took part in this operation: while one of thus 
stated that the valuables, which were sealed in a 
gasoline car^ had been kept under guard for only one 
night In the air field oafore delivery to Military 
Headquarters, another witness stated that it had been 
kept for four or five days in the air-raid shelter tv^Acvt. 
on guard before delivery to Headquarters. It is, 
however, certain that the valuables were delivered 
tc the Imperial General Headquarters, Tokyo, on 
7th September. The officers who took charge of these 
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as well as Col. Habibur Kahm&n mentioned that the valuabfc 
were In a nailed wooden box which was not sealed: this 
is t. departure from the earlier recount* which mentioned 
a sealed gaseoline can. It would appear that on 9th 
or 10th September the box containing valuables was taken 
Charge of by Hhri Arm Murthy from tlie Imperial General 
Headquarters? ihrl Ayer was possible present. The 


l ground 

In particular the discrepancies 


Committee found some discrepancy in the statements of 
Tol . Habibur Rahman, Ihrf Aam Murthy and Shri Ayer 
in regard to the circumstances [_ the box 
at the Headquarters? 
related to the date of delivery and who took charge of 
the box. According to Col. Habibur Habmao, tlie seals 
of the box containing the valuables were found tc be 
broken at the time of delivery; further it appeared 
to have been tampered with and was much ligWfr and 
half full. The contents were found to be ornaments 
of gold and Jewellery, all charred, mixed and fused 
with netals and small bits from the wreckage. They 
were roughly separated into three lots according to 
whether they contained more geld or brae netfl* After- 
wards, they were re-packed in a box and nailed. The 
weight of the valuables waft found to be 11 kgs. This 
w£S noted and e '“Ougt list was made and signed by 
Col* Habibur Hahffi&n* A psotocopy of the note is 
available. Col. Aahoan left the valuables in the 
charge of Hhrl Ham Hurthy to be handed over to any 
authority which arose in Indie in succession to Netaji's 
movements. At the same title, Sbri Ayer left 000 gms. 
of gold and aOpOoYens in cash with Jhri lain i'urthy 
with similar direction. The list pr^pered by 
Col. Habibur H ataman I 3 as follows i- 


i) Comparatively purr gold in 
two wooden boxes end paper 
wrapper (weight ine Hides 
weight of gold and wooden 
boxe s 

ii) One gold mixed with 

molten metal, iron etc. 
(weight includes weight of 
geld, metal, iron etc. 

the paper wrapper) 


7 Vg. 900 gms. 


?, Vg. 100 gms. 


Total 


* * * 


11 kgs. 


4. 




If 




Shrl Ra* Murthy kept the valuables and cash 
with him from 1945 to 1951; it was not v e pt in a banV 
as he feared thf-t it might be confiscated by the 
Occupation authorities. He also dii not take any 
steps to contact any Indian author It ies during all 
these ye^rs . The Commitffe found reason to believe 
that ho denied having the treasure with him; According 
to Shrl Ram Mtjrthy, Shri Ayer hed advised him not to 
take any action t:‘ 1 1 the eonnoct^d Better of !’i*t&ji*s 
a 8 has vrg satisfactorily solved. During this f*?riod 
'’’here “'.'ere vlle^ntlcns ag'tnst Shrl Ran Murthy in 
regard to raisappropriatiou of the funds of the late 
Indian Independence Teague of which he was the 
President in Japan ^ s well as the valuables carried 
by Ffotaji; Shri Ayer’s name hod rjso beer associated 
vith these charges. "’’he matter lad been referred to 
the Ministry of r xternal Affairs by the then Head 
of the Liaison Mission in Tokyo Shri Rama Rao in 
December 1947. Subsequent Heads of Missions had 
also reported on suspicions regarding misappropriation 
on the part of Shri Ram Mur thy; the fact that he 
had denied knowledge of existence of the treasure 
only strengthened the suspicions. In 1951, the Head 
of the Indian Liaison Mission Shri Chettur had reported 
♦-hat Shri Ram Murthy had become affluent overnight 
In 1946, "when his compatriots were on the verge of 
starvation and misery". 


5* In 1951, Shri Ayer who was then Director 

of I^blicity in the then Government of Bombay 
proceeded to Tokyo on what was claimed to be a 
holiday trip. In Tokyo, he stayed with Shri Ram Murthy 
and it came to light subsequentl y that Shri Ram Murthy 
had also financed Shri Ayer's trip. While in Tokyo, 
Shri Ayer met the Head of the Indian Liaison Mission 
Shri Chettur on 29th May 1951 and stated that one of 
the objectives of his "mission" to Tokyo was the 
recovery of the gold and jewellery which had been 
collected from the plane in which Netaji met his death. 


• * * 


5 


-i 5 *- 



T -#■ 


He informed Shri Chettur that some part of Netaji's 
collections had been saved^such as fused and molten 
gold ornaments, which in his opinion was woifh about' 

Rs. 1 laVh. He dismissed the local rumours put the 
value of the collection at several millions of rupees. 

He also informed Shri Ihettur that Col. Habibur Rahman 
and himself had compiled a detailed list of the items 
in 1945 =nd he wanted to check these lists before the 
valuables could be sent to India; he hande* over to 
Shri ihettur photostat copies of letters written by 
Col. Habibur Rahman and by himself to Shri Ram Murthy 
at the time when the valuables, some gold and Yen 20,000 
had been left with Shri Ram Murthy in 1945. He suggested 
that the valuables be sent to Delhi by diplomatic bag 

J 

w small lots to be disposed of by the Gover nnent of 
Indie in such a manner as^deeraed fit. It wou' l d appear 
from subsequent records that Shri Ayer had inspected 
the valuables on 6th June 1951 while in Tokyo, and 
compared the list with the original list left by 
Col. Habibur Rahman. The following details have 
b^en given in hand -written note bvhims- 


t) 


ii) 


Comparatively pure gold in piper 

bundles only* 8.5 kgs. 

(the Increase in weight is 

apparently due to different 

scales used for weighing) 

Gold mixed with molten metal 

etc* 3*0 kgs* 


Total ... 


6. It is interesting to note that there was no 

mention in the new list of two wooden boxes, whose 
veig’.t had also included in the weight as assessed by 
Col. Habibur Rahman. If one takes this into account, 
the Increase in weight during second weighing by 
Shri Ayer would be even more substantial. 

7 „ Shri Chettur was instructed by the Government 

of India to take over the valuables should Shri Ayer 
hand them over to the Mission. Subsequently, 
instructions were sent out to the effect that the 

Mission's endeavour should be to get possession of all 
the treasures on behalf of Government and to keep 6t 
in safe custody pending imtructions on its disposal. 


Package 13 
Parage 14 
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50 grams 44.22 grms 46.0 grams 

50 grams 48.05 50.5. grains 
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• -However, Shri Ayer did not hand over the treasure to 
the Mission during his visit and left ToVyo for India 
on 11th June 1951. 

8. On his return to India, Shri Ayer met the 

Prime Minister in September 1951. Subsequently, 
instructions from Prime Minister, our Mission in 
ToVyo was asked on 23r* September 1951 to taVe over 
from Shri Ram Murthy all the ISA Treasure in his 
possession and Veep it in the Mission until further 
instructions. The Mission was also askpd to intimate 
the nature and quantity of the treasure. On 24th September 
1951, the First Secretary of the Mission Shri V.C. Trivddi 
and the Registrar went to Shri Ram Murthy' s house and 
took possession of the various packages after opening 
and weighing them with the Mission's scales in the 
presence of Shri Rem* Murthy and his wife. It was 
found that there were three cloth bundles containing 



valuables, a paper package containing gold pieces 
and Yen 20,000 in cash. The list prepared by the 
Mission ‘indicating the of various pacVages was 

sent to the Ministry. Subsequently, there is record 
of the valuables having been weighed twice* onee in 
the Ministry of External Affairs soon after their 
arrival in "ndia (the date is not specified but 
it is somewhere around 1.12*1952) and lastly in the 
National Museum on instructions of Prime Minister on 
9. 10. 1978 . $ The following table has been prepared to 
compare the weights of individual items as found 


on the three occasions *- 


Weight indi- 
cated by Indian 
Mission In ToVyo 
at the time of 
taVing over 
(P4.9.19S1) 


Weight found 
on inspec- 
tion In MBA 
after arri- 
val 

(1.19.19.58) ? 


Weight found 
on inspection 
on 9.10.1978 


PacVage 1 
Package 2 
PacVage 2 
PacVage 4 
PacVage 5 
Package 6 
PacVage 7 
PacVage 8 
PacVage 9 
Package 10 
PacVage 11 



400 grams 
2 Vgs. 560 grams 
325 grams 
325 grams 
700 grams 
1 **• 700 grams 
825 grams 
425 grams 
320 grafts 
425 grams 
105 grams 
HOP grains 


39P.90 grams 389.5 grams 
2 Vgs .447. 073«o 3*054 Vgs. 
715.70 grams ^ 318 grams 

314.60 gams 318 grams 

624.32 grams 628 grams 

1 Vg. 643.65 1656 *5 grams 

797.05 grams 812 grams 


424.75 grams 
303.55 grams 
415; 55 grams 
108.05 grams 
201,55 gr ams 


425.6 grams 
307.5 grams 

419.7 grams 

ISkJFBUm 


\> h-O 


T 


1 


3 


4 


2 

3,500 kgs. 3.442 c^> 3.493.2 grams 

1,600 kgs. Wot weighed 9665 grams 


Wine pieces of 
gold 



9. 


At tte time of taking over of the valuables 


In Tokyo, 3hrl Chettur pointed out that the weight 
as found by the Mission was more than what was shown 
In Col; Hablbur Rahman's letter. The latter had also 
not mentioned the third package containing dust and base 
metal; according to Shri Ram Murthy this ha^ been 
omitted as It was practically worthless. Shri Chettur 
found two suspicious clr-urastances, one that the 
places of gold handed over by Shri Ram Murthy appeared 
to be bright and completely untarnished and did not 
appear to have been >ept in custody for nearly six 
years as was claimed, Shri Ayer, who was supposed to 
have left the gold pieces with Shri Ram Murthy in 1945 
had asserted that the pieces were exactly in the 
form in which he had brought them from Saigon. Further, 
the 20,000 Yen handed over to the Mission was in the 
notes then current and not in the notes current in 1945. 
Shri Chettur was at that time able to get a confidential 
report from the Japanese Foreign Ministry on the question 
of the treasure. According to this, Netaji had substantial 
quant itvt of gold ornaments and precious stones in 
Saigon but was allowed to car~y only two suit-cases 
on the ill-fate^ flight. Even these two suit cases » 
according to Shri Chettur, must have carried very much 
more than what was handed over by Shri Ram Murthy to 
the Mission in 1951. There were also uncertainties 
surrounding the fate of the bulk of the treasure which 
Net.a^i had left in Saigon Itself; that it was 
substantial Is indicated by the fact that on 26th January 
1945, fletaji had been weighed against gold. A^ginst 
this background, Shri Chettur felt that it was difficult 
to believe that the 300 grams of gold handed over by 
Shri Rem Murthy to the Mission represented all that 
Shri Ayer had brought from Saigon. Shri Chettur drew 
the conclusion that Shri Ayer, apprehensive of the 

a. ^hk 


ToVyo to "divide the loot and salve his and 
3hri Ham fur thy* s conscience by the handing over of 
a small quanitlty to the Government in the hope that 
by doing so, he would also succeed in drawing a red 
herring across the trail". 

10. The Netaji Inquiry Committee in 1956 has 

not drawn any specific conclusions on whether the 
treasure had been misappropriated, and if so, by 
whom. The Committee concluded that the chortled 
and damaged pieces of gold i 



are in the National Museum 


baggage in his last Journey and were salvaged from 
the TaihoVu Airport and later recovered from 
Shrl Ram Murthy. The Committee also found that 
what was handed over by Shri Ram Murthy in 1951 
tallied with the list signed by Col, Habibur Rahman. 

But the Committee could reach no conclusion on how 
much of valuables were carried by Netaji in his 
last flight and how much of it was recovered, parti- 
cularly since the two suit-cases said to have been 
taVen by Netaji had not been weighed ; The Committee 
was the view that the quantity that has been 
recovered was much less than all that Netaji carried 
with him. In view of the discrepancies in statements 
relating to the conclusion of the valuables from 
TaihoVu Airport, their subseqnent custody and handing 
over to Netaji' s associates, the Committee expressed 
the opinion that "it was far from clear as to what was 
collected from TaihoVu Airport, whether and when 
the container was changed, whether there was 
any subtraction and who tooV delivery of it in 
ToVyo and when. The Committee suggested that in case 
a separate inquiry into thisuls conidered necessary, 
such an inquiry would have to cover not only the treasure 
carried by N-taJi on his la^-t Journey but also 
examination of the entire assets and liabilities, 
in cash and Vind, of the Provisional Government of 
Azad Hind, The Committee was however was not sure 
whether such an inquiry would serve any purpose 
after the lapse of time especially since whatever 
records there might have been, had been destroyed. 


XI* The one-man Inquiry Commission headed by - 

Justice Ehosla in Report dated 30th June 1974 did ■' 
not go into any detail on the subject of the treasure* 
The Commission had not specifically enquired into 
this matter* The Commission has noted a suggestion 
made to it that part of the treasure had been 
misappropriated by Shrl Ram Murthy and his brotter 
Shri J. Murthy. But the Commission could not find 
any satisfactory proof of such misappropriation and 
felt that "no useful pur nose could be served by 
pursuing a quest which was not lively to yield 
anything definite or worthwhile"* 


17* In October 1952, our Ambassador in ToVyo 

was asVed whether the treasure could now be brought 
over to India as our feace Treaty with Japan had 
come into force. The Mission proposed on 27th October 
1952 that the valuables be . sent with Shri Damle, 

Joint Secretary in the Ministry of Agriculture, who 
was on a visit to ToWo at that time and was returning 
to India on 7th November, fhe Mission felt that 
it was not necessary to refer the matter to the 
Japanese Government who had evinced no interest 
in the matter. Cue to delay in the flight Shri Damle 
reached Delhi on the 10th evening by PANAM flight No. 3. 
At the request of the Ministry of External Affairs, 
instructions were issued to the Customs to release the 
attache cases containing the valuables without customs 
e: amlnation under the 'note and pass' procedure 
on the understanding that the articles would be 
assessed later and customs duty paid by the Ministry 
of External Affairs. An import permit from the 
Reserve BanV of India J was also not insisted upon. 


13. According to the records, Shri Damle on 

arrival delivered the valuables to Shri H. Dayal, 
then Joint Secretary (Administration) in the Ministry 
of External Affairs. The suit-case » was Kept in his 
cabinet. Thereafter, on an unspecified date, the 
valuables were checVed and weighed. The results of 
the weighing are in the table given earlier (It Is 
to be noted that neither the earlier list sent by 
our Mission In To Wo indicating the weights as found 
at the time of taVlng over of the valuables from 


Ministry after arrival of the Items here are signed at* 
authenticated)* The valuables were considered to be 
worth about Rs*90,000 at that time; this Is presumably 
based on a message from the Mission in Tokyo before 
despatch of the goods that they might be insured for 
Rs. 90,000. Prime Minister inspected the articles on 
9.1.1 C 53. He minuted as follows *- 

"I saw this treasure* It made a poor show* 
Apart from some gold pieces, it consisted 
of charred reraains^xx* cheap Jewellery 
chiefly some silver and gold articles, 
all broken up. I think^this should be 
kept a s it Is* A part from everything else, 
it is some evidence of the aircraft accident 
and subsequent fire”* 

14* The question of exempting the valuables from 

Customs duty was taken up with the Ministry of Finance* 
It was suggested to the Ministry of External Affairs 
that in case these were considered as articles of 
historical value which would be kept in a public place, 
exemption could be given* This was confirmed by the 
Ministry and exemption from customs duty was accorded. 

15. As regards the custody of the box containing 
valuables, this was taken over by Shri Devi Dyal, 

Deputy Secretary (Administration) from the Joint 
Secretary (Administration) on 96th September 1953 

and deposited in the Treasurer^ safe. On 5th October 
1953, the box was double sealed with an ICO seal and 
a FM's Secretariat seal in presence of Deputy 
Secretarv (Administration). It^seen from a subsequent 
note th* t the box eontainin the valuables had been 
put inside a sealed Tflfefand deposited in the cash 
chest of the Ministry. 

16. The Ministry of External Affairs was in 

touch with the IM's Secretariat in regard to the 

eventual* disposal of these valuables. On 12. 11. 1953 

the Prime Minister suggpsted that the Ministry of 

Education take charge of the treasure after inspection. 

Following this, Shri Humayun Kabir of the Ministry of 

Education, Shri J.K. Rov, Superintendent J Central 
Asian Antiquities Museum (National Museum) and 


Joint Secretary (Administrate on) , Ministry of External 
'■ffcirs. inspected the treasure on 27.11.1953. There- 
after Shri Eabir recorded a note to the effect that tte 
items were not suitable for exhibition and therefore 
these could best be handed over to the family of 
Netaji Bose, if necessary, after a brief exhibition 
in Delhi. The then Minister of Education, Maulana 
Abul Ealam Azad suggested that these items be handed 
over to Metajl's family. However, Prime Minister in 
a minute recorded on P.12.1953 stated that the articles 
could not be sent to the Netaji's family as the family 
had shown no interest in them and were not prepared to 
admit that Retail had died in th?i accident. P.M. stated 
that while there was no question of holding an 
exhibition of these articles, since they were of 
historical value, they should be Vept carefuli^- 
?o Hewing these instructions, the Ministry of Education 
decided that the treasure, locked in a box and sealed, 
would be deposited in the National Museum. This was 
done on 3th December 1953. In a note recorded on 
the taking over, / has been signed by Shri J.K. Roy, ^which 
Superintendent, National Museum, Shri A.C. Saner ji 
of the National Museum and Shri Devi Dyal, Deputy 
Secretary (Administration), Ministry of External Affairs, 
it is stated that the box containing the treasure as 
per list on the file was opened, contents checked an 14 
thereafter re-locked and re-sealed with the NGC seal 
of the Ministry of External Affairs and handed over 
along with the key to Shri Roy* Shri Roy has recorded 
on 2.1.1954 that the treasure has been safely deposited 
in the National Museum. 

17 . as regards the sura of Yen 20,000 which had been 

handed over to the Embassy of India, Tokyo, bv 
Shri Ram Murthy, this amount was taken into Government 
account for purposes of transfer to India. This amount, 
equivalent to Rs.265 and annas 10, remained in the 
Ministry of External Affairs pending a decision on its 
disposal. On 2.12.1954, Prime Minister’s Secretariat 

instructed that this amount be handed over to the INA 
Relief Fund of the AICC, This was accordingly done on 

16.12.1954 against a receipt issued by the A ICC. 


The papers relating to the INA Treasure had been made 
available to the Nst-aji Inquiry Committee in 1956. 

The Report of the Committee indicates that the Committee 
inspected the valuables at the National Museum £vice, 
on the second occasion along with Kundan Singh ^ personal 
valet , vho identified a number of articles as belonging 
to Hetaji* It would appear after the Inspection, 
the box was re -sealed with the NGC seal of the 
Ministry of External Affairs* 


18* The box was opened again on 9.10.1978 on 

Prime Minister's instructions. Additional Secretary, 
Department of Culture, Director i National Museum, 
Director-Generals Archae logical Survey of India, 
were present at the opening; representatives of the 
Ministry of External Affairs were also present though 
not at the initial opening of the box. Detailed 
information on the results of the examination of the 
articles would be available with the Department of 
Culture and Prime Minister's Office. However, the 
weights of different pacVages, as now ascertained by 

(AjIMh Ih&rS) <r rr\ (i , 

Museum officials, gwe given in the table e ar 11 er . 

TMs information was provided by Prime Minister's 
Office* 
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LOK SABHA QUESTIONS 


Netaji’s treasure box 
opened and resealed 




f 


MS W DELHI. NOV 22 (UNI). 
Tlio “treasure box’- of Netaji 
Snbhash Chandra. Bose, opened re- 
cently, contained rings, chains, 
wrist watches, p&ndanis, bangles, 
fragments of stoneo, shirt buttons 
and other miscellaneous items, the 
Prime Minister, Mr Momrli 
Dcsai told the Lok Sabha today. 
The net weight of the articles, 
excluding the weight of wrappers, 
was found to ba 13491,25 gram- 
mes, The box, lying with the Na- 
tional Museum since 1952, was 
opened on October & this year 
iindecr instructions of the Prime 
Minister, to verify the observa- 
tions 'Hade in Mr Shah Nawaz 
Khan's report about Its contents. 
Almost ail the articles in the 
box were, damaged and charred. 

The box containing the trea- 
sure that was salvaged from the 
aircraft tn which Netajl was repor- 
ted to have met his death was 
brought to Delhi from Tokyo by 
an Indian official under instructions 
from the then Prime Minister m 
November 1952. It was handed 
over to the Prime Minister unmet* 
diately and was retained by the 
Externa! Affairs Ministry tempo- 
rarily. It was entrusted to the 
Nailctial Museum on December 
31, 1953, 

Asked by It. V. Kamath anrt 
Mr surendra Blkram whether tne 
box and its contents could be ins- 
pected by MPk t Mi" Desat said the 
box had been msealed and was 
not available for inspection, I 
Atomic Power: ^Another atomic 
power station- U likely to be set 
up tn the count 17 V My Desai told 
Mr K. EamaomrUlv, 

The Atomic Ene'gy CdmmifiSiC« 
is expected to exa inm the pro- 
posal in the near mure, 

Enridhcd uranium: The Govern- 
ment has sought if pm the United 
States supply of 3,s tonnes or. 
enriched oifanlmn n addition to 
the earlier reqites; for Id, 8 ton- 
nes, the Prime $w Ulster told the 
Bouse. 

Both the applicattohs are under 
consideration of the OS authori- 
ties, fndia hm so ibr obtained 217 
tonnes of enriche4 Uramwtn coiyt^- 

iniug apprcoOmatolyj 5,060 kg of 
urinium-235, Puriher supplies 


would be necessary to cover plan 
requirements. 

He replied la the negative to a 
question oh Mr E, V, Swamina- 
than whether the Soviet Union 
had recently communicated its 
willingness supply uranium for 
Tarapur plan 
Draft pla u:\Draf plan proposals 
for the period 1978-83 have bejtn 
received so fa* only front Bihar, 
Himachal Pradesh, Madhya Pra- 
desh, Manipur, \Meghalsya, Naga 
land, Punjab, Sikkim and Karna- 
taka. 

Soute States iiek-e indicated that 
work on plan-preparation has been 
de I ay ed by the! r pr* -occupation wi th 
floods and their ytteimath Mr 
Dssai told the lok Sabha in a 
written answer, j 

All -India services; The Centre 
Is not 111 favour of the West Ben- 
gal Government's suggestion for 
abolition of all -India services. At 
the same tlmi , there w&a no move 
to introduce any new all-India 
services, the Minister of State, for 
Home, Mr S.\ D. Patil, gave this 
written answer to a question by 
Mr E. Pale! re In the tok Sabha, 
Official Scei ets Act: Mr Patil 
told Mrs Famti Rrishnan m the 
House that ii non- com missioned 
officer of JAF* Imd been arrested 
under the Ofufctal Secrets Act and 
the case was hotter investigation. 
He declined f to give details in 
public interest! ^ 

The Government se currently 
reviewing thf Qaictal Secrets Act 
of 1923, the minister oi State icr 
Home, Mr DAL, Mandml, told > Mr 
R. S. HUzarn 

Bhah Comm pfes tom The Govern- 
ment has spent Es 58.84 lakhs on 
the Shah Com« ^tesfion up to Octo- 
ber 39 this ye, a . Mr Mantial eaid. 
Preventive d<tentlo n : Mr Ma ti- 
dal al&o told Mr A. Peleiro and 
others I 11 the I ous* that the Cen- 
tre li not oonUmplaUng enacting 
any leglElaticm o provide for pre- 
ventive dstentu n or more effec- 
tively handlirigl of the law atad 
order situation tn the country, 
Answering another question, be 
said State Goveipnents were com- 
patent to deal with public order, 
police and preventive detention. 
Preventive detention came in the 
State Idst and/ they could frame 
laws m the subject. 
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NETAJI’S BOX 
OPENED 


t The box- said to contain the 
treasure that was salvaged from 
the aircraft In which Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose was reported to have 
i met his death wes opened ip the 
J presence ol officers on October 9 
, under the instructions of the Prime 
, Minister, the Lok Sabhe was told 
6 on Wednesday, reports PTI 
i Mr Morarji Desai, in a. written 
, answer to Mr H. V. Ksmatft, said 
that the box was opened to verify j 
; the observations made in a chapter 
1 of Mr Shah Nawaz Khan's report 
1 about the can tenia of the box. 

: The box has been in the custody 

of the, National Museum for the 
|l Past 25 years, f «■ 

The Prime Minister said the box 
had been brought to Delhi from 
3 Tokyo by an official of the Govern- 
t merit of India under instructions 
from the then Prime Minister id 
|- November, 1952, It was handed 
Jfdv*r to him immediately on iM 
sv al and was retained by the ^Min- 
5 ktry of External Affairs teujpor- 
% acHy. 

_ The box placed in a diplomatic 
a bag sealed by the Ministry of Ex- 

firnal ffjolrc i t c Ah 


ternal Affairs, was entrusted on 
f December 30, 1953, to the National 
, Museum, New Delhi, for safe cust- 
£ ody arid has remained with the 
t | urn^um since then. 

Giving e description- of the 
C opening of the box fast month and 
a the in veh tory o f Its contend , the 
v Prime Minister said: "‘The seal 6t 
i. the .cloth >ag containing the box 
e was opened and the bag seen to 
contain a Steel suitaese. The suit 
« case was opened with the' key tied 
U to the seal of the diplomatic bag, 
,> "The box was found to contain 
17 packages, the contents of which 
^ were medals* rings, chains. Wrist 
ts watches, ear rings, pendants, ear 
■U #fcuds broocheeMbanglei, fragments 
sh Of stones, shirt buttons, signet 
ie rings, nose-ring stones, iron neil 
n end other ittiseeJlaueous items, -a 1* 
m most all of which are in damaged 
lo' and charred condition. The net 
>ii weight of the articles, excluding 
Weight of wrappers, was found to 
sSfitbe 13,491.2a grammes. An inventory 
a nas been prepared", 
a- The Prime Minister added that 
a- the contents of the box were plec- 
n- fid in the suitcase and ,bag end 
in* sealed again with the seal ol the 
^ National Museum where, it was 
.kept, * - 



•cA _ SECBELTyMOSl IMME^I ATE 

' p i y ^ P aRLI flMERT dUESTlOH 

*1^5^ D.O.No. 21/62/78-T 

S . BAN DYOP ADHYAY - ^ *• 

DEPUTY SECRETARY ^ , , 


NEW DELHI -110001, 
November 21,1978 

Dear shri Sreeraman, 

Kindly refer to Rajya Sabha Starred Question Dy. 

No. 402 on the subject of INA Treasure which the Ministry 
of External Affairs is said to have transferred to the 
P.M* s Office. 

2. The Ministry of External Affairs had requested us 
to check up whether the subject of INA Treasure was at 
any stage brought to the notice of the Khosla Commission 
in view of part (g) of the Question* A perusal of the 
records in this Ministry shows that whatever documents 
were required by the Commission were furnl she d by the 
Ministries concerned either directly or through this 
Ministry and the papers had, after the winding up of the 
Commission, been returned to the respective Ministries 
direct. It is not, therefore, possible to indicate how 
much of the records pertaining to INA Treasures were made 
available to the commission. It is however observed that 
the Ministry of External Affairs' s file No. 2S/4AIG0-51 
on the subject was specifically asked for by the 
Commission in March, 71. whether It was actually furnished 
to the Commission or not may have to be checked up with 
ref^rfenoe to the correspondence in the Ministry of 
External Affairs* s file No. C/551/8/70-JP and C/551/4 /73-JP. 
i Similarly file No. 23( ll)/56-57-FM on the subject of 
"INA Treasure" had been furnished by the P.M. 3ectt. to the 
Commission. It was returned by the Commission and 
acknowledged in your D.O.No. 2/64/74-PM dated 27.7.74. 

3* In view o? the above and since a mention has been 

made to the subject in para 8.51 of its Report by the 
Commission it appears that the records pertaining to the 
INA Treasure were made available to the Commission. 

4. A copy of the final answer that may be given to the 

House may kindly be furnished to us also for our record. 


T 


Shri N.S. Sreeraman, 
P . S . to P *M • , 

P.M* s Office, 

New Delhi . 


Yours sincerely, 
(S. Bandyopadhyay) 





^Copy for in fbr : ;ia tien to ihri iv.P. Balahrishnan, 
Director (Astt.), Ministry of External Af 'airs with reference 
to his D.O. No. 25/4/NGO-tfol.Ill ^ater^ X8.11.7S anfl U.O. 

No. 25/4 /N GO/Vo 1 .1 1 1 r'aterl 20.11.78. 


f 







(w». Ban r'yop a 5 h v a y ) 

deputy Secretary to the Govt, of Irx^ia 







PA RLIAMENT QTFITION/MC 




K.P. BalaVrishnan 
Director (Establishment ) 



Ifo . 25/4/K1 0 Aol . X I X 


Slat November 1973 




Subject* Advance Notice for Hejya Sabha Starre' 1 


Question D.No.^^ regarding Netnji and 
INA Treasure 


-i oCm- 


Dear Shri Sreeraman, 


As desired by you, I *ua enclosing a note 


giving further information relfting to the handing 
over of the Treasure” to our Mission in ToVyo, its 
despatch to Delhi, snfe custody in the Ministry of 
External Affairs and handing over to the National 
Museum. The information is based on our files on • 
the subject. 




Shri N.3 • Sreeraaan, 
Private Secretary to the 


Prime Minister, 
P.M.*s Office, 

mumma. 


Enct 


As above 



3 $ 





• * • 


Shri 3 .A. Ayer, director of Publicity, Government 
of Bombay, visited Japan in May 1951 and met Shri T,T. Ohettur. 
Head of the Indian Liaison Mission, Tokyo. Shri Ayer 
was staving with Shri Ranamurtl , 3oth of them were 
connected with Netaji Subha s Chandra Bose. Shri Ayer 
proposed that the gold and jewellery which had been 
collected from the plane in which Netaji met his 
death should be ‘sent to the Government of India for 
disposal. On Prime Minister's instructions, Shri Chettur 
was esVed in September 1951 to take possession of the 
gold and jewellery which was in Shri Hamamurti's 
possession and Veep it in the Mission until further 
instructions. According!", the articles were taken 
po~ session of on 24 th September 1951 ; the receipt 
was signed bv Shri V, 0 . 'T’riv^di, the then First Secretary 
of the Mission. Before taking over, the valuables were 
weighed and 3 list of contents prepare^. A copy of the 
list is enclosed. 


2 . In October 1953 it was enquired of our 
Ambassador whether the above articles could be brought 
over to India; since our Treaty of Peace with Japan 
had come into force, this should be/comparatively /a 
easy matter. Mission proposed to send these with 
Shri Sarnie, Joint Secretary, Agriculture Ministry 

who was returning to India on 7.11.53. As his flight 
was delayed, Shri Damle reached Delhi only on the 
night of 11.11.52, by a PAR AM Airways flight# The 
box containing the valuables was taken over for safe 
custody by ths then Joint Secretary (Administration) 
in the Ministry of External Affairs Shri Harishwar T 'ayal 
on 12.11*1952. A note on file Indicates that the box 
"has been sealed and kept in double locked safe of the 
Treasurer of the Ministry of r xternel Affairs”. 

3 , In 0 minute recorded on 2.12.53, the 
Prime Minister instructed that the valuables should 
be kept carefully and that "all relics of Shri Subhas 
Chandra Bose should be carefully preserved in proper 
cases” • The Ministry of Education then proposed on 
7.12.1953 that the "treasure”, locked in a box and 
sealed, should be deposited in the National Museum. 

On 30.12.53, the box containing the "treasure” as 
per list on the file was opened and the contents 
checked and thereafter re -locked and re -sea led with 
the N.G.O. seal of the Ministry of External Affairs, 
and handed over along with the key to Mr. J.k, Hoy, 
Superintendent, National Museum, in the presence of 
Mr. A .c • Benerji of the National Museum. This note 
has been signed by Shri Devi Dlyal, then Deputy 
Secretary in the Ministry of External Affairs, as well 
as by Shri J.TC. Boy and Shri A. 3. Banerji. The sum 

of T, 20, 000/- (Rupees 265-10) was handed over to the 



All India Congress Cora*nittee f New Delhi, on 16.1^.1954 
vide their receipt No. 901, for transfer to I.N.A. 
Relief Fund. 


/ 
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LIST OF IT^FS TA’TJN FBCM M3. KAM MTP.TY BY THF EMBA^SV 0^ 
INDIA, TOKYO ON 24.9.1951 AND HANDED OVER TO THE 
s NATIONAL MUSEUM. NEW DEIHI on 30.12.1953 r* w 

oOo: - Q 

BUND IRE I 

PacKagfl-J. 

Charred rings and pendants 400 grams 

Package 5 

Charred and broken bangles, pins, buckles etc* 2 kgs. 560 grams 
Package 3 

Charred and broken bangles, pendants, snuff box 

medals, coins and rings 325 grams 

Pfrcfragg. ,4_ 

Charred neckla^ee pieces, medals and rings 325 grams 

Psc_kage_5 

Charred ear-rings, nose-rings, mostly with stones 700 grams 
Package 6 

Charred and broken bangles and anklets 1 kg. 700 grams 

Package 7 

Charred and broken rings, noserings and pendants 825 grams 
Package 8 

Charre' 1 rings and nose-rings 425 grams 

Package 9 

Charred necklace, bangles, broaches & nose rings 320 grams 
Package 10 

Charred ear-rings with stones and rings 

PaclMgq U 


Charred rings 
Packa_g_e_l2 

Charred rings and chain 
Package 13 

Charred rings and buttons 
P&qk3Kf> 11 

Charred ear pendants ^ 


425 grams 

105 grams 

200 gr*ms 

50 grams 

50 grams 
8.410 


BUNDLE II 

Charred gold mixed with molten metal, iron etc. 3.500 

BUNDLE HI 

Metal, mostly base and dust 

AYFR *S LOT 

(1) 9 pieces of gold * 300 grams 


1.600 



K.P. BalaVrishnan 



Director (Establishment) 


QTF3TI0N/M03T IMF-'DIATR 



No.2S/4/MjO/Vol.ITI 


21 9 1 Kov^ober 1972 



Subject J Advsnw* Notice for Rajya Sebha Starred 
Question D.Ro.^F regarding and 

lift Treasure 

-toCot- 


Dear Shri Sreeroaan, 

As desired by you, I » m enclosing a note 
giving further inf orm * tion relating to the handing 
over of the "Treasure" to our Mission In Tohyo, itin 
despatch to Delhi, 3afe custody in the Ministry of 
External Affairs and handing over to the Nn tonal 
Museum- The information is based on our files on 
the subject. 


Yours sincerely, 


(it*?. BaloVrishnan) 

Shri J.S. Sreeraman, 

Privet© Secretary to the 
ftrime Minister, 

P*M. *s Office , 

mumtiu 


Knot 


As abov* 


Ministry of External Affairs 


* # * 



3hri S *A * Ayer, Director of Publicity, Government 
of Bombay, visited Japan in May 1951 and met Shri Chettur, 

Head of the Indian Liaison Mission, Tokyo. Shri Aver 
was staying with Shri Ranamurti* Both of them were 
connected with Netajl Subha s Chandra Bose. Shri Ayer 
proposed that the gold and jewellery which had been 
collected from the plane in which Netaji met his 
death should be sent to the Government cf India for 
disposal. On Prime Minister's instructions. Shri Chettur 
was asked in September 1951 to take possession of the 
gold and jewellery which was in Shri Ramsmurti/s 
possession and Veep it in the Mission unt f l farther 
instructions. Accordingly , the articles were taken 
po- session of on 74 th September 1661; the receipt 
was signed by Shri V.C, drived!, the then First Secretary 
of th* Mission. Bp fore taking over, the valuables were 
weighed and a li^t of contents prepare *. A copy of the 
list is enclosed* 

2* In October 1952 it whs enquired of our 

Ambassador whether the above articles could be brought , 
over to India; since our Treaty of Peace with Japan 
had come into force, this should be /comparatively /a 

easv matter. Mission proposed to send these with 
Shri Damle, Joint Secretary, Agriculture Ministry 
vho was returning to India on 7*11*52# As his flight 
was delayed, Shri Bemle reached Delhi only on the 
night cf 11.31.52, by a PAH AM Airways flight* The 
box containing the valuables was taken over for safe 
custody by the then Joint Secretrry (Administration) 

In the' Ministry of External Affairs Shri Harishwar ^ayal 
on 12.11*1952* A note on file indicates that the box 
tt has been sealed and kept in double locked safe of the 
Treasurer of the Ministry of External Affairs". 

3, In a minute recorded on 2*17.52, the 

Prime Minister instructed that the valuables should 
be kept carefully and that "all relics of Shri Subha s 
Chandra Bose should be carefully preserved in proper 
cases". The Ministry of Education then proposed on 
7.17.1953 the t the "treasure", locked in a box and 
sealed, should be deposited in the National Museum. 

On 30.12.53, the box containing the "treasure" as 
per list on thR file was opened and the contents 
checked end thereafter re -locked and re-sealed with 
the N.G.C, seal of the Ministry of External Affairs, 
and handed over along with the key to Mr. J.k. Roy, 
Superintendent, National Museum, in the presence of 
Mr. A.C. Banerji of the National Museum. This note 
has been signed by Shri d^vI Diyal, then Deputy 
Secretary in the Ministry of External Affairs, as well 
as by Shri J.K, Hoy and Shri A. 3. Banerji. The sum 
of T. 20, 000/- (Rupees 265-10) was handed over to the 


• « «2 




All India Congress Committee, Rev Delhi, on 16.19.1954 
vide their receipt No. 901. for transfer to I.N.A. 
Relief Fund* 











U:;? of items ta^n mcK md. haw murt y by thf emba-sy of 

INDIA, TOKYO ON 24.9.1951 AND HANDED OTPR TC THF 
NATIONAL MU3BUM, NEW DELHI on 20.12.195? 

0 O 0 : - 


4 00 grams 

2 Vgs. 560 grams 


BUND IKE I 

-Package ,1 

Charred rings and pendants 
Package 9 

Charred and broken bangles, pins, buckles etc. 

Package ,3 

Charred and broVen bangles, pendants, snuff box i 

medals, coins and rings 325 grams 

Package 4_ 

Charred neck lance pieces, medals and rings 325 grams 

PacVage 5 

Charred ear-rings, nose-rings, mostly with stones 700 grams 
PacVage 6 

Charred and broken bangles and anVlets 1 Vg. 700 grams 

JBttfcWB-T 

Charred and broken rings, noserings and pendants 825 grams 
Package 8 

Charred rings and nose-rings 425 grams 

Package 9 

Charred necklace, bangles, broaches & nose rings 320 grams 
Package 10 

Charred ear-rings with stones and rings 425 grams 

Package U 

Charred rings 105 grams 

Package 15 

Chsrred rings and chain 200 gr^ms 

PacVftRe 13 

Charred rings and buttons 50 grams 

Mitt 3.4 

Charred ear pendants 50 grams 

,8i 4lQ 

BUND IE II 

Charred gold mixed with molten metal, Iron eto. 3.500 

BUNDLE III 

Metal, mostly base and dust 

AVER *3 LOT 

(1) 9 pieces of gold t 300 grams 


1.600 


* 








MOST IMlEDrrr 

7'ftTr^Tfry^TiciT 
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Mlnistrv of External affairs 


Subject* Advance Notice for Kajya Sahha Starred 
Question D. No .409 regarding Netnji aafl 
TNA Treasure 




Refersnca is invited to Prime Mist star’s 
Office TT.C* Note No. PM3 -86099 *eted 19.11,78 or the 
above subject. 


2. Information relevant to pert (c) to (e) 

of the question is contain** in the enclosed note* 


3. As regards part ( g) of the question, 

it raav hr mentioned that this Mini? try hr 3 no 
inform? tion on whether the subject of T N.\ Treasure 
was placed before the *hosla Commissi on. The 
Ministry c f Home Affairs, vho have the relevant 
records, have been requested to send materiel on 
this e.soect flireetlv to the Prime Minister 1 * 
Cffie*. 


- 




(r.P. BalaVrishnan) 
director (Establishment) 
30.11.1978 
Tel. No. 37 19 S6 


IfcAme Minister's Office (Shri N.S. Srcernman, Private 

Secretary to the Prime Minister) 


Min. of External Affairs 1T.0, No.9fi/4/N50/7el.ITI date* 

90 . 11.1978 





Copy, without enclosure, to the Ministry of 
Hoap Affairs (Shri S. Bandyepadhyay, Deputy Secretary IS) 

New Delhi* 


(K.P* B&l aVrishnan) 
Director (Establishment) 
90 . 11.1978 


V** 




, 



MOST IMMEDIATE 
PAP LI AMENT QUES TION 



Ministry of External Affairs 

• ft * 


Subject* R&Jya Sabha Starred Question D.No.40? 
regarding I HA Treasure 

-ioOoi- 


In 1951., the Head of the Indian Liaison Mission 
In Tokyo was contacted by some Indie ns who were associated 
with NeteJI Subhash Chandra Bose. They informed him that 
they w-re In possession of some gold and Jewellery which, 
they stated, had been collected from the plane which 
crashed witn Natali. The Head of the Indian Liaison 
Mission was also informed that In addition to the gold 
and Jewellery, they were also in possession of Yen 90,000 
(then equivalent to Ks.2G5 and annas 10 only). 

On instructions from the then Prime Minister, 
the ‘"'■’ad of the Indian Liaison Mission in Tokyo kept this 
gold, Jewellery and cash in our Mission until further 
instructions. 


After the signing of the Peace ’’Yeaty with 
Japan, these articles were sent in one box to Bel hi in 
November 1959, through an official of the Government 
of India. They were delivered to the Ministry of 
External Affairs, who ratal ned them temporarily. 

On December 30, 1953, the gold and Jewellery were 
handed over to the National Museum for safe custody. 

The cesh amounting to Rs.265 an* annas 10 was, with 
approval of the then Prime Minister, transferred to 
INA Relief Fund on December 16, 1954. 

The box containing the gold a nd Jewellery 
was handed oyer to the National Museum and has remained 
in the safe custody of the Museum since 1953. 




The above information was made available to 
the Netaji Inquiry Committee headed by Shri Shah Nawaz 
Khan, M.P. in 1956. The Committee inspected the box 
containing the gold and Jewellery in the National 
Museum. A detailed report on the INA Treasure, 
including inspection of the box is contained in 
Chapter vl of the Ifetaji Inquiry Committee Report In 
1956. 




f 



Ministry of Farter nat Affairs 

i i • 


Subjects Rajya Sabha Starred Question D.No.40g 
regarding IHA Treasure 
-soOoi- 


In 1951, the Head of the Indian Liaison Mission 
in Tokyo was contacted by some Indians who were associated 
with Tfetoji Subhash Chandra Bose. They informed him that 
they w~re In possession of some gold and jewellery which, 
they stated, had been collected from the plane which 
crashed with NetojI. The Head of the Indian Liaison 
Mission was also informed that in addition to the gold 
and jewellery, they were also in possession of Yen 90,000 
(then equivalent to hs.265 and annas 10 only). 

On instructions from the then Prime Minister, 
the TT^ad of the Indian Liaison Mission in Tokyo v«pt this 
gold, jewellery and cash In our Mission until further 
instructions. 

After the signing of the Peace ^eaty with 
lapan, these articles were sent in one box to Delhi in 
November 1959, through an. official of the Government 
of India. They were delivered to the Ministry of 
External Affairs, who retained them temporarily* 

On December 30 # 1953, the gold and jewellery were 
handed over to the National Museum for safe custody* 

The cash amounting to Rs.265 an* annas 10 was, with 
approval of the then Prime Minister, transferred to 
INA Relief Fund on December 16, 1954. 

The box containing the gold and jewellery 
was handed over to the National Museum and has remained 
in the safe custody of the Museum since 1953. 

The above information was made available to 
the Nptajl Inquiry Committee headed by Shri Shah Navas 
Nhan, M.P. in 1956. The ComMitteo inspected the box 
containing the gold and jewellery in the National 
Museum. A detailed report on the INA Treasure, 
including inspection of the box is contained in 
Chapter ?I of the Nietajl Inquiry Committee Report in 
1956. 
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Subject:- Advance Notice for hajya Sabha Starred 
Question D. No. 402 regarding Netaji and 
INa Treasure 

H / 

Reference is invited to Ministry of External 
Affairs u,o. Ro. 2S/4/NG0/V o l. Ill dated 17.11.78/fcn 
the above subject, 

this Office accepts the transfer of the 
question. It aay be put dovn for ansvsr by Prime Minister 
on a day allotted to him* 

%(/ 

(8*8, Sreeraman) 

Private Secretary to 
the Prime Minister* 

Kajya Sabha £ectt.(Shrl B, R. Goel, Sr* Legislative 


Prime Minister 


« Sectt. 
ilUcfitX 

ster*8 0; 


Office u.o, NoT TmTi - %&v y f 

y \ frit*-} 




Copy to* (i) M, E.A. (Sh. K.P, Balakrishnan - f . 

Director, Establishment. ~ 

PH'* OfpLO 

CiD Parliament Section^yith a 
copy of the Question. 

^ \r~^r^^7 ‘j'vKvi? 

0*3 


b-r~«~r- 

*. A. *- 

(N. S. Sreeraman) 
Private Secretary to 
the Prime Minister. 



K.P. Balakrishnan 
Director (Establishment) 


" NT QUESTION 


No- 25A/NG0-VO1.III 


Dear Shri Bandy opadhy ay, 



18th November, 1978, 


Kindly refer to Ministry of Home Affairs U.O. 
dated 9th November, 197§» regarding Rajya Sabha Starred 
Question D.No.^iO? on the subject of l.N.A. Treasure. 


2. We h a d furnished information on the above 

subject to the Rajya Sabha Secretariat. Since then, 
however, ie have requested the Prime Minister's office 
to take over the question, in viev of the fact that the 
P.M.'s office is handling a similar question for reply 
in the LOk Sabha* At the same time ve ere collecting 
material necessary for giving a reply to the question. 


3. You i ill recall that part (g) of the question 
read as follows: 

"whether the matter vas placed before 
the Netaji Enquiry Committee in 1956 and before 
the subsequent One-man Commission under the 
Chairmanship of G.D, Khosla} and if not what 
are the reasons therefor." 

4. On going through our records relating to the 
l.N.A. Treasure, I find that there is reference to the 
files being shown to Shri Shah Navaz Khan who headed the 
Enquiry Committee in 1956* But there is no such reference 

as far as the Kbosla Commission is concerned. Since 
presumably the Ministry of Home Affairs would have papers 
relating to the appointment, terms of reference and 
activities of the Khosla Commission, I shall be grateful 
if you will urgently check these records to ascertain if 
the subject of 1NA Treasure vas at any stage brought to the 
notice of the Khosla Commission. 

With kind regards, 


V' 

Shri S. Bandy oPadhy ay, 
Deputy Secretary (Is), 
Ministry of Home Affairs, 
New Delhi. 

n( 


Yours sincerely, 


(K 




ishnan) 
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Ministry of Fxternal Affairs 


Subject* Advance Notice for Rajya Sebha Starred 
Question D. No *402 regarding Nefaji and 
INA Treasure 


A cop;/ of the question referred to above 
is enclosed. 

2* It will bo noted that the main part of 

the question deals with the report relating to 
the opening of the Netajl Treasure, which has not 
b^en handled by this Ministry end on which 
information is available with the Prime Minister's 
Office* The Frlme Minister's Office is replying 
to another question on similar lines in the 
LoV 3abha (Starred Question No *60 for 22*11. 1P78). 
It is therefore requested that the Prime Minister's 
Office mny Vindly agree to accept the transfer of 
this question to them. 



<)* 


(X.P. Balaiorishnan) 
Director C r 'stnbli.3hnent) 
18.11*78 

Tel* No. 57 lr 56 


Prime Minister's Office ( Stir i ft. 3 . Sreeraman, 

P.S. to the P.H.) 


Min. of External Affairs TT.O. No.25/4/NGC!/Vol*III 

dated 17.11.1078 


Co;y forwarded for inf ormatl on and necessary action 
to the R Jya Sabha Secretariat fShri B.R* Goal, 

Sr. Legislative Committee Officer) 


f 
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QUESTION FOR THE RAJYA SABHA - ADVANCE NOTICE 


Starred D. Ho .402 

Ministry to which the day has been allotted* External Affairs 

The question will, if admitted, be put down for the 
sitting on the 34.11.78 ( p^ylisionaily admitted ) 

NET'JI and I.N.A. Treasure 

* S*tjl AMARFlOSAD CHAERABOKTT: 

Will the Minister of External Affairs 
be pleased to stater 

(a) whether Government's attention has been drawn 

to the New item which appeared in the "Amrlt Bazar Patrika' 
of 25th October, 1978 regarding Netaji and I.N.A. treasure; 

Cb) is fo, what are the details thereof? 

(c) whether it is a fact that there were four suitcases 

with I.N.A. treasures; 

(d) if so, who had b might the treasures and from 
whom and in how many boxes; 

(e) whether any such box or suitcase is missing; 

(f> what Is the name cf the person or authority under 

whose custody these boxes remained for such a long time; and 

(g) whether the matter was placed before the Ne ta.il 

Enquiry Committee in 1956 and before the subsequent One-man 
Commission under the Chairmanship of G.D. *hosia; 
and if not, whet are the reasons there for$ 


• * • 

core 


* 


QUESTION F< 

J 



wnjflra/wmttftasro /starred/ No. 40 ? 

few? Arc for forcr ferr *m ^/Ministry to which the day has bt 




STS^T feT 5TT* <TKhj 

The question will, if admitted, be put down for the sitting on the 



* SRFI rlARPRO SAD OH \KR ABORTT j 


Will the Minister of “External Affairs^ "N 

he pleased to oh .te: 

(a) whether Government's attention has been drawn 

I * ‘ j V. J t ^ I f P? • 1 


to the Nevus Item w ich appeared in the 


of ?5th October, 1978 recall ing ‘detail ard X.N.A, treasure; / 

(b> if so, what are the details thereof? 

(c) whether it is a fact that there were four suitcases 
with l.K.A. treasures? 

(d) if so, who had bro ;ght the treasures and from 
whom anti in how many bores; 

(e) whether any such box or suitcase is missing; 

(f) what i:- the name of the person or authority under 
whose custody tvere boxes remained for such a long time; and 

(g) whether the matter was placed before the Netaji 
Ennui ry Committee in 1956 and before the subsequent One- 
man Commission under the Chairmanship of O.'O, Khosla; 
and if not, what are the reasons therefor? 



zio rfo /Starred/ Tfi n^W D. No. 402 

^ f^r fw?r fw w t/Ministry to which the day has been allotted. 

fV??r ^/External Affairs 

sr^ pftgm' ^ qt *f vatu fs^ srr# ^ 

The question will, if admitted, be put down for the sitting on the 24*11 *78 




Netaji and I.N.A. treasure 




* S1RI AMARPRO SAD CHAKRABORTY: 


Will the Minister of External Affaire 
be pleased to state: 

(a) whether Government’s attention has been drawn 

to the News item which appeared in the ’Amrit Bazar patrlka* 
of 25th October, 1978 regarding Netaji and I*N.A. treasure; 

(b) if so, what are the details thereof? 

(e) whether it is a fact that there were four suitcases 
with I.N.A* treasures; 

(d) if so, who had brought the treasures and from 
whom and in how many bones; 

fe) whether any such box or suitcase is missing; 

(f) what is the name of the person or authority under 
whose custody these boxes remained for such a long time; and 

(g) whether the matter was placed before the Netaji 
Enquiry Committee in 1956 and before the subsequent One- 
man Commission under the Chairmanship of Cr«D. Khosla; 
and if not, what are the reasons therefor? 



IMMEDIATE 

IaWbnt question 


Ministrv of External Affairs 


Subject* Starred Question No. 60 for 22-11-78 
regarding Treasure Box belonging to 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose . 

- 10 O 01 - y v \> 

, v*> 

Reference is invited to the Prime Minister^ 
Office U.O. Note No.2/(64)/78-Rf dated 17.11.78 
on the above subject. 

2. A note giving information relevant to 

part (a) # (b) and (e) of the question is enclosed. 

It may be noted that this is based on information 
already supplied to the LoV Sabha Secretariat 
on 30th March 1978 in answer to Unstarred 
Question No. 4957. 



< 7 ? 

(IT.IV'iSalaVr ishnan ) 
Director (Establishment) 
17.11.78 

Telephone No. 37 13 56 
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Enclosure to MEA U.0.1to^Jfo.g5/4/lG0/Vol.III dt. 17.11.78 




1M TREASURE 

In 1951, ttie Head of the Indian Liaison 
Mission in To'hyo was contacted by some Indians who 
were associated with Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. 

They informed him that they were In possession of 
some gold and Jewellery which, they stated, had 
been collected from the plane which crashed with 
Netajl. The Head of the Indian Liaison Mission 
was also informs 4 that in addition to the gold and 
Jewellery, they were also in possession of Ten 20,000 
(then equivalent to Rs.765 and annas 10 only). 

On instructions from the then Prime Minister, 
the Head of the Indian Liaison Mission In ToVyo 
hept this gold, jewellery and cash in our Mission 
until further instructions. 

After the signing of the Peace Treaty with 
Japan, these articles were sent to Delhi In November 
1952 through an official of the Government of India, 
They were delivered to the Ministry of External Affairs, 
who retained them temporarily. On December 20, 1953 
the gold and jewellery were handed over to the National 
Museum for safe custody. The cash amounting to 
Rs.265 and annas 10 was, with approval of the then 
Prime Minister, transferred to thelNA Relief Fund on 
December 16, 1954. 


♦ * * 


Enclosure to MBA D.O.RoJe Jfo*95/4/lGCAol*III dt. 17.11*78 


1NA TREASURE 

a 

In 1951, 1 he Read of the Indian Liaison 
Mission In Tofcyo vas contacted by some Indians vho 
were associated with Natali Subhash Chandra Bose* 

They Informed him that they were In possession of 
some gold and Jewellery which, they stated, had 
been collected from the plane which crashed with 
detail* The Read of tide Indian Liaison Mission 
was also Informs^ that in addition to the gold and 
jewellery, they were also in possession of Yen 90,000 
(then equivaltjt to Rs*?65 and annas 10 only)* 

On instructions from the then Prime Minister, 
the Read of the Indian Liaison Mission In ToVyo 
Vept this gold, jewellery and cash in our Mission 
until further instructions* 

After the signing of the Peace Treaty with 
Japan, these articles were sent to Delhi in November 
1959 through m official of the Government of India, 
They were delivered to the Ministry of External Affairs, 
who retained them temporarily. On December 90, 1953 
the gold and jewellery were handed over to the National 
Museum for safe custody. The cash amounting to 
Rs.265 and annas 10 was, with approval of the then 
Prime Minister, transferred to thelNA Relief Fund on 
December 16, 1954* 







Enclosure to MR A TT.O .Nb^Jfo.95/4/lEC/y©l.III dt. 17.11. 73 


iKft TREASURE 



In 1951, the Head of the Indian liaison 
Mission In ToVyo was contacted by some Indians vho 
were associated with N»taji Sub hash Chandra Bose. 
They informed hie that they were in possession of 
some gold and jewellery which, they stated, had 
been collected from the plane which crashed with 
Netajl* The Head of the Indian Liaison Mission 
was also informs* that in addition to the gold and 
jewellery, they were also In possession of Ten 90,000 
(then equivalat to Rs.'MSS and annas 10 only). 


On Instructions from the then Prime Minister, 
the Head of the Indian Liaison Mission in ToVyo 
toept this gold, jewellery and cash in our Mission 
until further instructions. 

After the signing of the Peace Treaty with 
Japan, these articles were sent to Delhi in November 
1969 through an official of the Government of India, 
They were delivered to the Ministry of External Affairs, 
who retained them temporarily. On December 30, 1953 
the gold and jewellery were handed over to the National 
Museum for safe custody. The cash amounting to 
Rs.265 and annas 10 was, with approval of the then 
Prime Minister, transferred to thelNA Relief Fund on 
December 15, 1954* 


• * * 
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prime Mini ster < s of fi ce 


Most immediate 
parliament Question 

BY Special Messenger 


9 lM 7 ^ 


-Pit&toij) 



Vf • 


Subject : 


Starred Question mo. 60 for 22-11-78 regarding 
Treasure box belonging to vet aji subhas chandr 
Bose . 


a 


- 0 - 0 - 0 - 0 - 


A copy of the Question noted above is enclosed. 

The Department of culture have furnished to us facts 
relating to parts (c) to (m) of the Question. We shall be 
grateful if the Ministry of External Affairs could let us 
have the background information relating to parts (a) A (b) 
of the Question and any other material relevant to answer 
>ossible supplement arie s ) 


(N*S*Sreeraman) 
private secretary 
to the prime Minister 


Ministry of External Affairs 


(Shr 

/b-pm 


i N. Dayal, Dir 


P»M 1 s Qttice u .o.NQ.^/(b4j /Vb-pm d at e d 1 97 


^ Coord) 





TREASURE BOX BELONGING TO NETAJI S IB HAS CHANDRA ROSE 


*60 Shrj HARI VISHNU KAMATH ; 

SHRI SURE NDRA BIKRAM ; 

Will the PRIME MINISTER be pleased to state : 

(a) whether it is a fact that a treasure box belonging to the 
president of A^zee Hukumat-e-Azad Hind, Net a ji subhas Chandra 
Bose, was brought to India some years ago; 

(b) if so, when exactly, by whom and in what circunst ance s . 

(c) where and to whose custody it had been kept since; 

(d) whether it was opened recently; 

(e) if so, when exactly, by whom under whose orders; 

( f ) the reasons for opening the box; 

(g) the names of persons who were present when the box was 
opened. 

(h) the description of the box, and of the method or techniques 
by which it was opened; * 

(i) the detailed inventory of the contents of the box; 

(j) whether the box is lying open with the contents taken out 

or whether the contents have been replaced and the box re -closed; 

(k) where the box is now kept; 

(l) whether the box and its contents are vaa available for ^ 

observation and inspection by Members of parliament; and 

(m) if not, the reasons therefor? 



-pQ—O- o- 0 ^ 0 — 
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MOST IMMEDIATE 

RAJYA SABHA STARRED QUESTION 






Mu 






No*t^j. *sr]*it' 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
DEPARTMENT OF CULTURE 


New Delhi, November 16, 1978 


Subject* 


OFFICE MEMORANDUM 

V 

Rajya Sabha Starred Question 

No. D. No. 402 regarding INA Treasure 





The undersigned is directed to refer to 
the Ministry of External Affairs U.O, Note No* 

1422 -D ir (Estt)/78 dated 10-11-1978, on the above- 
mentioned subject and to state that as the 
Education Ministry was not concerned with the 
subject of INA, the relev q nt facts were supplied 
to the Prime Minister* s Office with a request to 
send a reply direct to the Rajya Sabha Secretariat. 
It is understood that the Prime Minister' s office 
had decided to give a reply direct to the Rajya 
Sabha Secretariat. Ministry of External Affairs 
are, therefore, requested to contact the Prime 
Minister' s Office for further information on the 
Question* 


VM 



CJ-sM.Gugnani) 
Assistant Educational Adviser 
Tele . No. 388121 


To 


The Ministry of External Affairs 

(Shri K.P.Balakrishnan-Director (Establishment! 

New Delhi; 



V- - ' 




s> 





MOST 


SDIATB 


PARLIAMENT QUESTION 

^8^0 R-'j T 


Ministry of Bxte 


rnariAl 


Subject: Bajya Sabha Starred Question D. 
regarding INA Treasure# 



Reference is invited to Rajwh Sabha 
Secretariat Office Memorandum No# RS.C./SQD/402/Q.I 
dated 6,11.1978, addressed to the Ministry of Home 
Affairs , copy of which has been sent to the Ministry 
of External Affairs by that Ministry vide their TJ.O. 
N0.21/52/78-T dated the 9th November, 1978. 

2# Factual information relating to part (c) to 

(g) of the question is given below: - 

In 1951» the Head of the Indian Liaison 
Mission in Tokyo was contacted by some Indians who 
were associated with Netajl Subhash Chandra Bose# 

They informed him that they were in possession of 
some gold and jewellery which, they stated , had 
been collected from the plane which crashed with 
Netaji. The Head of the In ian Liaison Mission 
was also informed that in addition to the gold and J 
jewellery, they were also in possession of Yen 
(then equivalent to Rs. 265 and annas 10 only)# 


J 


* _ 






On instructions from the then Prime Minister, 
the Head of the In ian Liaison Mission in Tokyo kept 
this gold, jewellery and cash in our Mission until 
further instructions# 


After the signing of the Peace Treaty with 
Japan, these articles were sent in one box to Delhi in 
November, 1952, through an official of the Government § 
of India# They were delivered to the Ministry of 
External Affairs, who retained them temporarily. On 
December 30, 1955, the gold and jewellery were handed 
over to the National Museum for safe custody. The 
cash amounting to Rs.265 and annas 10 was, with 
approval of the then Prime Minister, transferred tc ti" 
INA Relief Fund on December 16, 1954# 







2 


The box containing the gold and jewellery 
handed over to the Rational Museum has remained in the 
safe custody of the Museum since 1953* 

Our records Indicate that the files on the 
subject had been sent-by Shrl Shah Nawa^ Khan, M.F* 
Chairman of the Netaji jwulry Committee in 1956. 

3- As regards part (a) of the question, it my 

be mentioned that Government have seen the report 
entitled "Netaji* s Treasure-box opened" published in 
the "Amrita Baaar Patrlka" , Calcutta dated 25th 
October, 1978. 

4. As regards part (b) of the question, slnee 

this matter has been handled by the Ministry of 
Education & S.W./ Department of Culture, they have 
been requested to provide relevant information to 
this Ministry and directly to the Bajya Sabha 
Secretariat. 




5» Replies to the queries in the Rajya Sabha 

Secretariat O.M. referred to above are given below 
seriatim:- 




i) 


No. However, a major part of the question 


/ 




was covered in Unstarred Question 4957 J 


ii) 

iii) 

iv) 

v) 

vi) 

vii) 


answered in Lok Sabha. 
No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

Yes. 

No. 


1 



% 


X 


( P.P. D'Souza ) 

J : int Secretary to the Government of Ind: 

Telephone No. 572954 



Rajya Sabha Secretariat 

ml u.E. Jo. j" w ^ ^ 



ttee Officer) 

dated 10.11. 
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Netaji ’s treasure box opened 


Froai Our Special Correspondent 


NEW DELHI, Oct, 24 : 
The treasure box which 
Netaji Subhash Chandra 
Bose had taken with him on 
his last, flight to Tokyo ha* 
been opened. The box was 
opened in the National 
Museum some days ago^ al 
the instance of the Prim? 
Minister, Mr. Morarj] Desa» 
It had teen lying in the 
vaU Its of the National Mu 
seum for the last 24 years. 

It can now be reported that tln- 
alack steel box, half-burht in ihr 
air crash that is believed to havr 
taken Nctajrs life, contained dhs 
monds and jewellery worth several 
lakhs of rupees. The jewellery and 
diamonds had been offered in 
Netaji by the Indian residents in 


East Asia and South East Asia for 
conducting the war of independence* 

Sources close to the Archeologi- 
cal Survey of India and National 
Museum today confirmed that tire 
box was full of bangles, ear-rings, 
gold chains and diamonds. Thev 
were burnt m fire, but are *riii 
valuable. 


Asked why the box was lyine in 
the museum for the last 24 years, a 
senior Government officer, who did 
not want to be quoted and who 
was present at the time ot the 
opening of the so called 'hidden 
treasure*, said: "When the then 
Prime Minister, Pandit Jawahar Lai 
Nehru, sent one box to the then 
ofiicer-m*charge of [he Nations 
Museum, Mr, J, K. Roy, it was 
marked ‘secret*. Thereafter nobodv 
touched it and recently when $oim 
dl egat ions were made a bon 

Net aji'5 treasures, enquiries reveal 
ed that the box was with the NV 
t tonal Museum, The Prime Minister 
then directed the Education Mink 
try's cultural department m oner 
the box"*. 

The officer also informed ttin 
the committee of scientific tnd 
chemical experts was now examrn 
ing the contents of the bci . 

The officer wi unawaitf aboi 


the existence of two other boxes, 
as alleged in a section ol ffcft 
Press. He said the National Museum 
had only one box. The other two 
might have been with some other 
Ministry or department or there 
might nor be any other box. 

It may be recalled that non-- of 
the two commissions appointed i& 
inquiry into the death of Neraji 
dwelt on the mystery of the three 
suitcases filled with jewellery and 
:old bars, as this was not smiiied 
in the terms of reference of neither 
the Khosla Commission nor the 
Shah Nawaz Commission. 

Yet the Khosla Commission did 
throw some light on the subject. 
The report of the commission men- 
tion cd that the valuables were scat- 
tered on the airfield tTaihoku) 
when Bose's plane clashed 1 . 

“Some of the articles were dama- 
ged. Whatever valuables could be 
■ol Seated were gathered and placed 
Coulimsed on 7, col* S 

Netaji 


i 




* 



Continued from page 1, Col, f 

in a box which was sent in Tokyo 
ylong with the casket containing 
Bose's ashes. This box too wav 
em rusted to Mr. Ramamurri f chan- 
man of the Indian Independent 
League, Tokyo, and a close associ- 
ate of Netaji) in 1945. who in )95^ r 
handed it to the Indian ambassador 
m Tokyo, A suggesron was made 
by the counsel that pari of ihiw 
treasure had beep m Lsa pp rcqpiwra 
t^y Mr Ramamurtf and hfc brother 
M, Murfi t but there is no satis- 
factory proof of this misappropria- 
tion," 


The matter again came up in the 
Press when u Janaia Parly MP. Dr 
Suhramamam Swamy, alleged rbai 
Neiajfs measure had been handed 
over to Pandit Jawahar Lai Nehru 
hy sn Indan ambiuoador apd riut 
Nehru ^Md misappropriated Tf, Dr. 
.Swamy had (hen refused to dis- 
close the basis for' his information. 
As one officer put if. *%aw Mr, 
Swamy must apologise for thz false 
allegations be made against the late 
Pome Minister of India. * \ 




Ministry of External Affairs 
External Publicity Division 



• * * 


MOST MMEPIATB 

RAJYA SABHAr STARRWTgtBSTlOH 



Q 


Ministry Vf^&ternnl Affairs 


iiubjpct: Kj.jya 3^ hr. ot-rred uestion N'o.b .No.dOp 

regard ina: ISA treasure . 

-:o0oi- 


The undersigned is directed to enclose e #»opv 
Of Office Kemor n hr: I&.113.C/7 W40?A .1. d*te« P. 11.7978 
fron the F.^lya 3. :hs Secretariat, ddress^d to the 
Ml nt rtr-v of ir? , whir'' has beer, renamed to 

this 'tnistry, on the nbeve sublet. 

Pm It will be noted th ;t parts fa) and (b of the 

question relate to srtters or which the 'ini try of 
I ducation/bepsrtment of Culture won 1 * b« in a 
position to orovide information. It * ill br oprecinted 
if releyar?* information is provided to this Ministry 
and to the Ttajya 'Vbh Secretariat directly before 
the 11th November 1P78. along with their view in regard 
to the admissibility of the question. 

IMHHIlHffH 


Q*- 



( v . PaWishn** ) 
director C'o.sfabllshnent) 

10 . 11.73 


* Separate * Dep^rtaiPnt of Culture ( Chri ‘ .3. G17.1, ddl* Secretary) and 
copies - Qf - i- . t jjs f 9 t P.w. fhaa Var j T t. 'Vey 

Min. of "• ter'-al flairs TJ.O. "’ote No.l49n-Mr '*stt.')/7* dt. 

10 . 11.73 
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Copy of Office Memorandum .C/3QV402/Q .1 date’ S.11.7S 

from the Pa.lya Sabha Secretariat, addressed to the Ministry 
of Home Affairs 

Subject* Starred Question ’"'.flo.iO? "ega'-a^r^ TV'. Tyr^gure 


The un-ersigned is directed to enclose a cepv of 
the question given notice of by Shri Amar Pro sad ChaVrabarty, 

MP under rule 39 the r ' idle b of Prnce ure nn’’ ' , cn J1 nct of 
Business in the Hajya Sabha and to rentier t that factual 
information with regard to the some may Mndly be furnished 
to this 1 rcr o tar ! at with particular reference to the ,r ollowing | 
points 

1) 


ill 


iil) 


ivO 


v) 


vl' 

vii) 


Secretariat as early as possible but not 1 tpr than 11,11.73, 

The ads iiss : . bilitv or otherwise of the uestion will 
tor decided in c^se factual i nf orm.fcl on is not received hv 
the above mentioned date , 


3d - B .3 . h oe 1 

Senior B^gi^l.'- tive Committee Officer 
Tele !?o . S377539 or 
377329 


££& , 


whether the question or a part thereof is covei*®d by 
the answer given to o previous question in the 
Rnjya S^bha, If so, +he number and date thereof; 

whether the required information he : previously 
been -up plied to the Sn.iya Sabha in the form of 
a statement laid on the ’"able of the House or 
otherwise? if so, the particulars thereof; 

whether the information sshefl- for is contained in 
any Easily accessible published documents? if so, 
the particulars thereof; 

- 

whether it as ,p s for inform tion on n matter which 
is not prim? rily the concern of the hovem ent of 
India? 

whether it as v s for information on a matter which 
is under adjudication by a court of Trw having 
Jurisdictions in env pert o f India; 

whether it spphg information about matters vhirh 
are in their " ? tore secret: and 

vh« ther the required information relates to a 
matter alreadv under the consider'’ ‘-ion of a 
Parliamentary Committee? if so, the particulars 
thereof • 

The Information m&v Vindl be supplied to this 


Question 3o.40?> 

o3.Tl.197B 



HO?-r A??'\lF3 

♦ SPRI AVAR PROSflh TtATTr* ABAR* Pv : Will the minister 
o3 Hoof ffai s be pleased to state! 

fa) as to whether hi- at+ention ha? be»n ir^wn to 
one new itoias on '5 f t' .ij and 1.3. V* treasure* published 
in the A r®rifcn Bazar PatrlVa, Calcutta, dated ~%10*l n 7R; 

fb) if so, what ^re th* tote"* ^indin^s of treasures; 

(c) is tit v fact that there were four suites -sps 
with I.‘ *n. treasures; 

(d) who brought the treasures; an* from whom** 

and in how many boxes; 

* 

(e ) sny such box or suit**case is missing; 

(f) where were the boxes Ivins* ^enosited so lonf*; 

and unlf-r whose custody? and 

f 3 ) was this aetter. laced before ’Sbta.li inquiry 

Committee 1956 an* the subsequent one man commission 
under the chairmanship of G.'. ^hosla** I*' not why** 

copy 


f 








* ■ - r r ", ' 
,, s tfMHfr-. 
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PARLIAMENT QUESTION 


MINISTRY OP HOME AFFAIRS 


Subject:- Rajya Sabha Starred Question D. No. ADS 
regarding INA treasure. — . 

A copy of Rajya Sabha Secretariat* s Office 
Memorandum No.RS/C/SQD/402/Q . I ‘dated 6th November, 1978 
and its enclosure on the above subject is enclosed. It Is 
understood that some valuables received from abroad were 
handled by the Ministry of External Affairs and subsequently 
got deposited in the National Museum. There has also been 
exchange of correspondence between the Embassy of India, 
Tokyo and the Ministry of External Affairs in this regard. 

In this connection attention is invited to their file ' No. C/ 

4 23/ 1/7 8- JP and T .84O-NG0/78. It would therefore be 
appropriate If the Ministry of External Affairs could kindly 
agree to the transfer of the question to them and furnish 
necessary facts to the Rajya Sabha Secretariat under 
intimation to this Ministry. 

\ 



( 3. Bandyopadhyay ) 
Deputy secretary (IS) 



MEA (Shrl N.P. Jain, Addl. Secy) 
MHA.TJ.0.Uo.21/52/78-T dated 9.11.1978. 
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Copy of Office Memorandum No.RS .C/SQD/40P/G « 
from the Rajya Sabha Secretariat, addressed 
of Home Affairs . 


I, dated 6.11. 1978 
to the Ministry 


-A 


Subject:- Starred Question D.No.40P regarding INS Treasure. 


The undersigned is directed to enclose a copy of the 
question given notice of by 3hri Xmar Prosad Chakrabarty, MP, 
under rule 39 of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business 
in the Rajya Sabha and to request that factual information with 
regard to the same may kindly be furnished to this Secretariat 
with particular reference to the allowing points 

i) whether the question or a part thereof is covered by 
the answer given to a previous auestion in the Rajya 
Sabha, if so, the number anti date thereof; 

ii) whether the required information has previously been 
supplied to the Rajya Sabha in the form of a statement 
laid on the Table of the House or otherelser if so, the 
particulars thereof? 

iiii) whether the information asked for is contained in any 
easily accessible published document^ if so, the 
particulars thereof; 

iv) whether it asks for information on a matter which i s 
not primarily the concern of the Government of in^ia: 

v) whether it asks for information on a matter which is 

u’-'der adjudication by a court of law having Jurisdiction 
in any part of India: 

vi) whether it seeks information about matters which are in 
their nature secret? and 

vii) whether the required information relates to a matter 
already under the consideration of a Parliamentary 
Committee; if so, the particulars thereof. 

The information may kindly be supplied /to this 
Secretariat as early as possible but not later than 11.11.78, 


The admissibility or otherwise of the question will be 
decided in case factual Information is not received by the 
above mentioned date. 

Sd/- B.R. Goel 

Senior Legislative Committee Officer 

Tele; Jos. 377539 and 377^^9 


Question No. 402 
23. 11. 1978 
HOMS AFFAIRS 




* 3HRI AMARUS? " 'HAKRA3ARTY: will the Minister of 
Home Affairs be pleased state: 

Ca) as to whether his attention has been drawn to one 
news Item on ' Neta^i and I.N.A. Treasure' publldied in the 
Amrita Bazar Pgtrika, Calcutta dated 25.10.1978: 


(b) if so, what are the total findings of treasures: 

(c) is It a fact that there were four suitcases with 
I.N.a. treasures; 

(d) who bro\ight the treasures: and from whom? and in 
how many boxes; 

(e) any such box or suitcase Is missing: 

(f) where were the boxes lying deposited so long; and 
under whose custody; and 

1*1 

(g) was this matter placed before Netaji nquiry 
Committee 1956 and the subsequent one man commission under the 
chairmanship of G.D. Khosla? If not why? 


1 
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23.3.1978. 


^ I * 

KADHAVAN FROM NAZARETH ( . )' 

YOUR TELEX S-572 MARCH 23 HD 
REGARDING LOK SABHA UNSTAKHED QUESTION 
(No. 2271) ON HIGH COITUS SIGNER' S S' 

REQUEST TO 10 ED MOUNTBATTEN REGARDING 
NETAJI (.) 

MATERIAL PGR REPLY IS AS UNDER:- 


3"^3 



a 


<* 




HIGH COMMISSIONER DID WHITE TG 
LG HD MjUNTBATTEN m TG SHED SOME AUTHENTIC 
LIGHT ON THE SUBHAS EPISODE" (.) THIS 
HE DID ON A PERSONAL NOTE IN RESPONSE 
TO A REQUEST HE HAD RECEIVED TO THIS 
EFFECT PROM PROFESSOR SAMAR GUHA, MP ( . ) 

LORD MOUNTBATTEN IN THE RELEVANT 
PART OF HIS REPLY DATED 10TH MARSH 1978 
HAS STATED AS UNDER: 

" MY ARCHIVES HAVE BEEN SEARCHED 
AND THERE IS NO OFFICIAL RECORD OF HIS 
DEATH AND I KNOW THAT THIS DOUBT WAS 
SHARED BY WAVE! HIMSELF BUT IN A BOOK, 

"THE END OF THE WAR IN ASIA" BY LOUIS 
ALLEN, WHO SERVED AS A JAPANESE 
LANGUAGE OFFICES IN INDIA AND BURMA DURING 
AND AT THE END OF THE Y/AK, HE DESCRIBED 
IN DETAIL THE AIR CRASH ON THE 18TH 
AUGUST 1945 IN WHICH CHANDRA BOSE DIED ( . ) 






IN THIS BOOK HE ALSO STATES THAT IN 


I 


• • » 2 
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V6 . 




* 




1956 A MISSION WAS SENT TO JAPAN TO ENQUIRE INTO 
THE CRASH AND ALTHOUGH SUHESH BOSE STILL STUCK 
TO THE BELIEF THAT HIS BROTHER WAS ALIVE IN THE 
SOVIET UNION, OTHER MEMBERS OP THE MISSION WERE 
CONVINCED BY THE EVIDENCE CP THE 67 WITNESSES WHO 
WERE CALLED, THAT HE HAD DIED IN THE CRASH (.) 

THE PACT THAT HE HAS NEVER SURFACED ANY WHERE TO 
MY KNOWLEDGE MAKES IT APPEAR MORE THAN EVER CLEAR 
HE WAS IN PACT KILLED IN THE C1ASH { . ) 




PHOTOCOPIES OP PEOPESSOR SAMAR GUHA'S LETTER OP 
26 TH DECEMBER 1977 TO HIGH COMMISSIONER, HIGH 
COMMISSIONER'S REPLY TO HIM OP 27TH FEBRUARY 1978 
High COMMISSIONER'S LETTER OP 27TH FEBRUARY 1978 TO 
LORD MDUNTBATTEN AND LORD MDUNTBATTEN* S LETTER OP 
10 TH MARCH 1978 TO HIGH COMMISSIONER BEING SENT 
BY' TODAY'S BAG (-) HOWEVER, AS ALL THESE LETTERS ARE 
IN THE NATURE OP PERSONAL CORRESPONDENCE, HIGH 
COMMISSIONER REQUESTS THAT THEY BE TREATED AS SUCH( . ) 




Copy with enclosures forwarded to: 


Shri A. Madhavan, 

Joint Secretary (EW), 
Ministry of External Affairs, 
New Delhi. 






extract from PHRSCNAL Lett? dated 14 March 1978 
from ChrS N.G. Goray, Hi 'h Commissioner for India, London, to 
Chri Madhu Da^td avate , Minister of Railways, New Delhi: 


" ... Yesterday, T was told that my letter to 
Lord Mountbatten on the death of Subash Chandra Bose was 
- wid ly publicised in the Indian Press. I am surprised that 
it should have happened because the only copy that I had was 
sen? to Prof. Samar Guha, as I wanted to keep him informed. 
It was wrong on his part to have released it to the press 
if that is what had happened. It v/ill mean' that even with 
our friends and Members of Parliament, I must not share my 
views on subjects which I feel important". 






BROAbjLANDS, 
ROM5EY. 
HAMPSHIRE. 
505 9ZD. 
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XOth March 1978 


V\\^v CoKW(l%hVi^, , 

Thank you for your letter of the 27th February which 
arrived whilst I was in Egypt. 

However, I have now been able to study your comments 
on the possibility that the late Subash Chandra Bose did not die in 
August 1945. 

My archives have been searched and there is no official 
record of his death and I know that this doubt was shared by Wavell 
himseT Tbut in a book, "The End of the War in Asia" by Louis Allen, 
who served as a Japanese language officer in India and Burma during 
and at the end of the war, he described in detail the air crash on the 
18th August 1945 in which Chandra Bose died. 

In this book he also states that in 1956 a mission was sent 
to Japan to enquire into the crash and although Suresh Bose still stuck 
to the belief that his brother was alive in the Soviet Union, other members 
of the mission were convinced by the evidence of the 67 witnesses who 
were called, that he had died in the crash. The fact that he has never 
surfaced any where to my knowledge makes it appear more than ever 
clear he was in fact killed in the crash. ^ 

The letter you quote from Vol. VI of "The Transfer of Power" 
is dated the 23rd August but it is replying to a letter written on the 11th 
August by Sir Evan Jenkins, that is, seven days before Chandra Bose's 
death. 

H. V, Hodson, author of "The Great Divide", appears to accept 
without question the death of Chandra Bose, and he had access to the papers 
in my archives when preparing to write his book. 






§ 




27 February 1978 


Perhaps your attention has bean drawn to the 
controversy on the late Subash Chandra Bose after the 
publication by Her Majesty's Government of the classified 
documents collectively called "The Transfer of Power, 
19-42-47". 

I would like you to refer particularly to pages 
137, 138 and 139 of Vol. VI In the scries, the contents of 
which suggest that the Governnent of India theneelves were 
not sure of the death of Shrl Bose in the air crash. On the 
contrary, they knew that he was alive and they were dis- 
cussing how he should be dealt with. Ah you look over 
from Lord Wave 11, it would not be wrong to presume that 
you must have come to know every detail about this inci- 
dent . 


As a young freedom fighter , I had come in close 
contact with the late Shrl Subash Bose during 193U-39 and 
I can assure you that our love and loyalty to him far exceeded 
our love and loyalty to Jawaharlal Nehru. fcubash was 'par 
excellence 1 a man of action, a natural captain amongst nen. 

hat hurts a person like ne the most La not the fact that 
Subash Babu had to make the ultluate sacrifice in his mis- 
soon but that not only your Government which rightly or 
wrongly looked upon him as a traitor, but even the succes- 
sor Government led by a patriot like Nehru, should have 
abandoned him to his fate. The country waB never told the 
whole truth about one of her most beloved sons. 

You would say: nhy rake up the past ; My answer 
would be because there Is a deep suspicion in India that Mir b 
Bose took asylum in 19*15 In the UbSK and all this was known 
to you, to Nehru and to the Soviet Government. But all of 
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you preferred to observe silence, an intriguing alienee 
1 would say, perhaps because the British did not want to pick 
up a quarrel with their orstwhile ally and Nehru did not want 
Bo have a rival . 

All of us should be willing to acknowledge our past 
deeds not excluding our acts of ouission or commission, done 
under compulsions of the then existing situation. 1 am of the 
opinion that the recent exposure of the decision taken by the 
British to repatriate Russian refugees to USSR after the war 
where they were lively to be shot or sent to labour cantps was 
an act of courage. Now at least the world knows that a blunder 
was committed and what oolaenitsyn had been writing was not 
a fignent of his Imagination. 

Possibly a sin. liar blunder was connitted by you 
and by our Government In deciding not to bring back Subash 
to India. You have publicly stated that you did not want IndLa'j 
partition, but you could not persuade Jinnah to forego his 
demand. I make bold to say that if Subash had beon on the 
scene, perhaps he alone, of course with the blessing of 
Gandhi and in cooperation with badshah Khan, could have 
succeeded in holding India together. 

Will it be ppossible for you to shed some authentic 
light on the Subash episode, so that we at this late hour at 
least shall know what happened to that intrepid, great and 
beloved leader of aure V 

Yours sincerely 


-{N . U . GORAYj 

Admiral of the Fleet 
Earl Mountbatten of Burma 
KG, PC, GCB , OM, GCSI, GC1K, GCVO, DSG, FRS, 
broad land s , Romney 
H/ VjPCHIRE SO 5 9' D. 



27 February 1978 


.Vy dear Samar 


I was sorry to learn that the Government of 
India would not like to appoint a new Enquiry Committee 
to look Into the air-crash which was believed to have 
resulted In the death of bub has Babu. 

I am writing a letter to Cord Mountbatten, 
a copy of which is enclosed for your perusal. 1 do not 
know whether Cord Mountbatten will care to give any 
Information, If he does, I would certainly pass It on 
to you. 


Yours sincerely 





(N ,G . CORAY) 


Prof. Samar Cuba 


Chairman, Committee of Privileges 
W) Parliament house 
NEV. DELHI 



Enel; As stated. 




^S^raar Cvuha, 

* - CH^| M A 

CQM^trm hf privileges 




^i«n nA 


14 7 , . / il * hfl w f f f t //m7 S f - 

N .w 26th .December, 1977. UF> V 


Dear 




I am extremely thankful for your, letter appreciating 
my article on mysterious disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose. All my Socialist friends, so long, felt that 1 was rather 
acting emotionally on the subject. But now the British documents 
gave positive indication that the story of Netaji's death was 
nothing but a myth, I raised the issue in the Lok Sabha|of 
rejecting Khosla Commis s ion rand spoke about one hour ana forty- 
five minutes based exclusively on documents and facts justifying 
the reason for discarding the report of Netaji's death. Fortunatel 
leading members of both the Janata Party and the Opposition 
supported my resolution and it remains still inconclusive with 
twenty -two more members yet to speak on the subject. I had not 
an iota of doubt that Netaji did not die in the alleged aircrash 
and still hope that he is alive for reasons which I once indicated 
to you. 


■3 


British documents regarding Netaji, that have been 
revealed after 30 years, will be found in the book, "The Transfer 
of Power 1942-7% volume VI published by Her Majesty's Stationary 
Office, London. You will find them in pages 137 and 138, and then 
again on pages 402, 406. Some observations have also been made 
by the then Secretary of India, Lord Pa + hic Lawrence. They will, 
be found in panes 371, 372, 373, 339, 425, and 42^, etc. 

You may kindly also find Wave 11 * s book entitled, "Viceroy 1 
Journal", page 164 and 174. 


Other documents I have ouoted are from the evidentiary 
material pro : uced by the Government, both to Khosla Commissich and 
to Shah Nawaz Committee, 


wi i i oe exx remeiy nerptux it you seex an interview wixn nxm x 
have his information, or opinion about the report of Netaji's 
death. Mountbatten knew much about Netaji which he communicated 
to Pandit Nehru in 1946. I.ate Amritlal Seth, former Editor of 
'Janambhoomi 1 of Ahmedabad, who accompanied Nehru when he visited 
Singapore to meet Mountbatten ^revealed many unknown facts in the 
press after his return from Singapore 

Three investigation were sent to Far East after 

the report of Netaji 's death ^-one team was headed, by Mr. Fiqges, 
another by Mr. Finney and other by the Combined Services Detailed 
Interrogation Centre (CSDIC), a global intelligence Organisation 
which had its headquarters in London. Full reports of none of these 
Committees were published and /is reported that except Figges team 


Contd 
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all other investigation reports disbelieved the plane-crash story. 

It will be a great service if you can persuade the British 
Government to find out and hand over to you the full reports and 
the findings of these Committees about the story of alleged death 
of Netaji at Taihoku in Formosa on August 18, 1945. 

I hope you ere finding your job nice. We believe that the 
secular democratic forces of Rangla Desh working in London are 
receiving your sympathy, particularly those who have their affiliation 
to Awami League. I am afraid that our present policy towards Rangla 
Desh will prove futile. I have tried to persuade Morarjibhai, but he 
is so subjective in this matter I have yet to make further efforts 
to convince him that giving credibility to the Military regime in 
Banqla Desh will ultimately recoil against the interests of India and 
the minorities in Pangla Desh. 

Is there any possibility of your coming to India soon? If so, 
kindly write to me. 

With warm regards, 


Shri N .G . Goray, 

High Commissioner, 
Indian High Commission, 
London , 


Yours friendly, 



(Samar Guho). 


P .3:, We have further report that in 1950 the U.K, 
Government hacT sent an Intelligence Team to Tokyo for interrogating 
Lt. Col. Nonogaki who calimed to have travelled in the same plane with 
Netaji. This report of examining Nonoqaki and others has not been 
published, or communicated to Government of India. Can you kindly 
find this report also from the U.K. Government 1 



f. * 


A c.Uvt* — 

. r** * * i , t 
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No . W 1/ 135 / 117 / 78- EW 
Ministry of External Affairs 
Europe West Division 



The attached letter from Hfil . London, comprising 
of correspondence of High Commission Goray and Lord 
Mountbatten, was requisitioned by U3(UK) from. NEO 
Section during the monsoon session of Parliament, 

2, US(UK) desires that as the monsoon session of 
Parliament is over, theses papers may now be returned 
back to NGO Section, NGO Section may please see and 
remove the correspondence and return this note to us 
for our record. 


C T.B. Saksena J 

Section Officer (EW) 
18.9,1978. 
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UNSIjERED QUESTION HO. 4057 


L OK S SIU 

UNST JARED QUESTION NO. 4057 
TO BE INS V® ED ON 30 TH MifflCa, 1975 

de mand Fca pbcbe int o ina T'S 
4957, SERl&mfR LAL GL T FT A: 

Will the Minister of External Affairs ^ 

he pleased to ‘-state: 

a) whether Government are a waF® of thro demand for probe 
Into IJTA tre a sure ; 

b) if so, the details thereof and the action taken by 
Government thereon; 

c) whether Government have contacted the senior officers, 
who are supposed to know the facts and checked all the relevant 
records; and 

d) if so, what is the result and what action t has 1 been taken 
by Government on it? 


AH s m 

TUE MINI BIT?. O F ST :gE. I .N THE MINI STAY O F EXTERN L AFFAIRS 
( gT U 3 AH ifiEKB?. A K UMDU) ^ 

a) : Government have seen reports in the press that a probe 

should be conducted into the IN A treasure, 

b) : & c): In 1951, the Head of the Indian Liaison Mission in 
Tokyo was contacted by some Indians who were associated with 
Ketnji Subhash Chanch" a Bose » They informed him that they were 
in Possession of some gold and jewellery which, they stated, had 
been collected from the plane which crashed with Netaji. The 
Head of the Indian Liaison Mission was also informed that in 
addition to the gold and je wfcllery, they were also in possession 
of Yen 20,000 (then equivalent to Is* 2S5 and annas 10 only). 

On instructions from the then Prim® Minister, the Head 
o f the t :idi a n Liaison Mission in T ok yo kept this go Id , Je we Her y 

.....a'- 


and cash in our Mission until further instructions. 

« 

After the signing of the re a ce Treaty with Japan, these 
articles were sent to Delhi in November 1952 through an official 
of the Government of India* They were delivered to tie 
Ministry of External Affairs, who retained them temporarily. 

On lie center 30, 1953, the gold and jewellery were handed over 
to the national Museum for safe custody. The cash amounting to 
Rs. 26 5 and annas 10 was, with approval of the then .rime 
Minister, transferred to tbe INA Relief Fund on December 15, 1954. 

d) ; Government do not consider that further action is 
ne ce ss ary. The gold and jewellery have been deposited in the 
National Kusem and the cash, credited to the account of the 
INA Relief Fund. 


^ 5 EPTr amTTtfaH WR 43JT : 4957 


30 Wtfa 19 78 - - - 9 te, 1900 («^.) 

efts snmr $r tew ^ 3 cht fcF ter $ : faF 

XXX 


5TRK tipr *ter % swte $ wit if 3ftw <gr ntn 



5PR 4m : 495 7 
% e£wT fan : 

m fatsr tfafr ww wnte e£t frr wt$t fa : 

(w) m anwrc fa=w *ter % fter % ant if wtw fair wte # tew ^r 
wtwtt fa 

(o') wfc te f te rF'Srw^St swter wwr w ate ?w wit if irw wwt 

wtewnft # fa wTt if ww wwwr wrar I fa tef 

(tt) m wtwtt Sr ww wfa-^ arfawrfate £r fawr fa fate /wtef 
$r wRwrfa I it t ter wnpre T^rtet tew <£r fa ate 

(tt) wfa te, te w witwTJi fawsr ate ?*r wit if *rcwn: *r ^rr wte- 
wite <£r t ? 


urt : 

? 5 r wwtew fater tpw tefr 

' 3 i ** 

(w) wwwrt Sr atswrt if ?w arrow eft ate* t 4 v f fa aiRrc fa=w tew 
% gwter % qrwte if tew te wrte wrfaw 1 

(j) ate (w) ; i 95 i if fE? nrntet Sr te tefat tow w=w tew ^r 
^N^tr fa tefate if winter fatrw % snja - ^r ter 4 fawr wn wwter ^ 

WHTWT fa wte wte if W3& WjWT ate WWTSTTW fa Wt 'i-te'1 WW WtefWTjiFl 

O f 4 

fawrw 4 writei fawT wr fate 1 tefar wm te winter tfte faiww % jpjw te 
ww sfr wwtwt wwt wr fa wTt ate wwmwci % srfafaR wte wte if 20, 000 ter 
(wr T€ ?ww 26 5 wter 10 after $ wnwr 2 r) fi 

Writer v)trrw % aite^t ^W 4 t if wrnfa fa?R # 
k ter, WFirnw ate Tm te arter fasnr if arte ar^tsr ter ww? % 

faF T3T 1 WTWR ^ WTW Utfa tet WR ^T ^ WIT ir WWWT, 19 52 

if qiTrT wtwtt % aifa^tet ^ ^wrt fatet ter fr nl i ir etpt# fater 


2 /- 


ate mr 


smirffcRi $m : 49 5 7 


iNppj 4tr fr ?r3f *=$f srsrpfr tt % i 30 few, 

19 53 ^T sfPTT 3ftr ^qT?TTc! TFVfrl 4smrt<T ^TflT T^f $ W ^Tt 

*k S Ci 

fcSf ITFI Hc^r^T 5TCTR '4 mY *$t 3mfa £f 265 | o 3TT% s% T3>*T 

16 fc&KfT, 19 54 3IP1R S^T ^ ST^PPir ^f t ft vpfr I 

(XT) : TOOT ?*T 4HHT # $[i EpP^T^t * T=TT STHOT Hlff TOcfrl 

stIrt aftr 3q f g< T d tt<R sflr * ft^r tt* t sftr ^ t$jt siftr f^r 

>£Pl % *ir^ ^PTT cpT ^r *pJr t I 




* 



I.P. Hhosla 

Joint Secretary (,\D) 

-.o. 

Leer hir* iWhnsscvlor, 



\ 

£1 iiurch 1978 ** ^ 
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indiy refer to 8Uri ] lam's letter tleteci the 14th February 
1978 to dbri Pauley, copy endorsed to Director (JSa), regarding 
Dr* Subra.aan.ioia Srmcy, M. i'.’s statci-ont reported by a trim papers 
that treasures denoted to the £UA and Netnji Does \ie re brought 
to New Delhi from Tokyo on the instructions of tlte late Prise 
Minister Nehru* 

2. There bae been no requireiaait as yet of Officially 
examining the ver'e ity nr Hr . Swary's statement* Nonethe less, 
re are studying old records to locate any bnelcgr ound for reference 
in the future# Ibe Direct cr of Historical Division has been 
requested to study the papers in the Records Section of this 
Ministry and in the National Archives as discreetly as possible* 

3* In the NGO section .-apers available indicate the f oil taring 
background j — 

Qii instructions from Delhi, sane iroperty which belonged to 
the DiA woe brought to Indi a fr can Toiyo by hri Da^le, at that 
time Joint secretary in the Ministry of Food slid Agriculture* 

The articles arrived in Delhi in h wenher 1952 • 

They were kept in safe custody by the then J&(ADj 
nod it am finally decided that it should be handed over to 
the National uscum* 

to 30/12/1953, the "treasure* was o >ened , contents 
checked against the list from T kyo, reloclaed taxi resealed 
sad b(sM|| oloag with the keys, to Sbri J*K. II qy, Superintendent, 
National Khaetuc in the pres cnee of Shri A*C* Boner ji of the 
National luaeuiu* This ras done m 3 0/ 12/ iw& 3# 

4* The above is be in,, conveyed solely to you for your iul ori^tiou. 


Siiri i T ic SFansnlves, 
Adbn ssodx eff India, 
Tokyo 



/ 



Please refer to letter No • T* 84O-NG0/78 dated 
the 4th March 1978 from Siri Thomas Abraham, Additional 
Fecretary, in reply to your letter No .1/13014/5/78- D. Ill £ S£ 
dated the 1st March 1978. 

Zm 1 mention in this connection that our His to i 

cal Division has prepared a note regarding the ou^sticvn of 
some gold and jewellery seized by the South Hast Asia Conure 
from officials and others connected with the Indian Nation* 
Army and India Independence League in South Last Asian 
countries, after the surrender of Japan. You may like to 
see this also which was sent under our u.o .No . C/125./2/78-J 
dated the 6th March 1978, and has a bearing on the subject 

' r H\ ill 

. 


A 


Yo urs 

( 1 .P * 




Shri R.L. Misra, 

Joint Secretary ( X s) • 
Ministry of Home Affairs, 
New Delhi. 






THOMAS ABRAHAM 
Additional Secretary 

No. T °/7 



March 4, 1978 


Dear 



<> 






Kindly refer to your Top Secret" letter No, 1/13014/5/78- 
D. Ill (3&P) dated the 1st March, 1978. 

2. From our own papers I notice that the Speaker has not 
admitted the Calling Attention notice. How ver, since you have 
asked for the facts of the case, 1 am enclosing a summary of 
the same and a list of the ''Treasure". 




Yours sincerely, 


T 



Shri H.L.Misra, 

Joint Secretary (IS), 
Ministry of Home Affairs, 
New Delhi. 


(Thomas Abraham) 




MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 


Shri S. A. Ayer, Director of Publicity, Government 
of Bombay visited Japan in May 19?1 and met Shri K.K.Chettur, 
Head of the Indian Liaison Mission, Tokyo. Shri Ayer vas 
staying with Shri Ramaraurti. Both of them were connected 
with Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. Shri Ayer proposed that 
the gold and jewellery which had been collected from the 
plan® in which Netaji met his death should be sent to 
Government of India for disposal. On Prime Minister* s 
instructions, Shri Chettur was asked in September 1951 
to take possession of the gold and jewellery which was 
in Shri Ramamurti , s possession and keep it in the Mission 
until further instructions. Accordingly officers of the 
Mission took possession of the articles on 24.9.51, 

2. In October 1952 it was enquired of our Ambassador 

whether the above articles could be brought over to Indiaj 
-Since our Treaty of Peace with Japan had come into force, 
this ^aild be a comparatively easy matter. Mission 
proposed to send these with Shri Damle, Joint Secretary, 
Agriculture Ministry who was returning to India on 
7.H.52* As his flight was delayed, Shri Damle reached 
Delhi only on the night of 11.11.52. The case containing 
the articles was taken over for safe custody on 12,11.52. 

3* According to Minutes recorded by the Prime Minister 

vm-'193)» It was decided that all relics of the late 
Shri subhash Chandra Bose should be carefully preserved in 
proper cases. Thereafter, the box containing the *treasure* 
were tpken over by the Superintendent, National Museum(m-197) 
at the behest of the Ministry of Education. The sum of 
Y, 20,000/- (Rupees 26J-10) was handed over to the All India 
Congress Committed, New Delhi, on 16. 12.1954 vide their 
receipt No. 901 for fransfer to I.N.A. Relief Fund. 
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Pap k a g £ _.1 

Charred rings and pendants 400 grams 

Pagk a ge. 2 

Charred and broken bangles, pins, buckles etc. 2 kgs. $60 grams 
Package 1 

Charred and broken bangles, pendants, snuff 

box, medals, coins and rings 325 grams 

Package 4- 

Charred necklace pieces, medals end rings 32? grams 

PfrCKafle— 5 , 

Charred ear-rings, nose-rings, rings, mostly 

with stones 700 grams 

PfrgKa RQ-i . 

Charred and broken bangles and anklets 1 kg. 700 grams 

Package.? 

Charred and broken rings, noserings and pendants- 325 grams 
Package 8 

t 

Charred rings and nose -rings 4-25 grams 

Pggk&ge _a 

Charred necklace, bangles, broaches and nose-rings- 320 grams 
Package 1 0 

Charred ear-rings with stones and rings *+25 grams 


.Package ,11 . 
Charred rings 


105 grams 


Charred rings and chain 
Package 11 

Charred rings and buttons 
Package _1j* 

Charred ear pendants 


200 grams 

50 grams 


50 grams 

8.4-10 
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BUNDLE II 

Charred gold mixed with molten metal, iron etc. 


BUNDLE III 

Metal, mostly base and dust 
AYER 1 5 LOT 

(1) 9 pieces of gold t 300 grams 


3.500 

1 .600 







R.L. MISRA 

TEETH TlfHH 

JOINT SECRETARY ( IS ) 


TOP : 



Dear Shri Abraham, 


OPIATE 


No t I/i 30lU/</7B-B . UK S&P) 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 



IT? JP^TWII 

MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 
NEW DEIHI-1 1 C001 , 

1st March, 197 p . 

-X. %\\ o - ^ t 

1 ’ 1 \ y 


< 


* 


t)yji f 


Please refer to our discussion this morning 
regarding Dr. Subramaniam Swamy's allegations regarding 
INA 'treasure* which have appeared in the press on 9th 
February, 1978. A Calling Attention Notice from 
Shri Virendra Prasad, MF, was also received from the 
Lok Sabha Secretariat, a copy of which has been 
forwarded to the Ministry of External Affairs 9 Shri Farvesh 
;Chandra, US(FE)Q for taking over the same as the matter 
seemed to primarily relate to your Ministry. We have 
also received a communication from our Mission in Tokyo 
vide letter No.TOK/TS/1/78 dated l^th February, 1978 
of Shri A.N. Ram, Counsellor, which gives certain facts 
regarding the case, a copy of which has been endorsed to 
the Ministry of External Affairs. However, this 
communication does not disclose all the facts seme of 
which could be ascertained only from ycur Ministry. 


2 . Since the matter is likely to attract public 

controversy, we shall be grateful to have the full facts 
at your earliest convenience. 


With regards, 



Shri Thomas Abraham, 
Additional Secretary, 
Ministry of External Affairs, 
NEW DEIEI. 


Yours sincerely, 




( R.L. MISRA ) 



A.N.RAM 

Counsellor 
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TR^TRT?T, s1f^R> 
EMBASSY OF INDIA 
TOKYO 






N°*T*V^7>| i 

Dear Shri Pandey, 


l *\ \ - m tvo\Ay 

^ \ M 

14 February 1978 


‘■"-d* *— e-O^S njr 
0 ) * {*■; 4 - 


Please refer to D.O. letter No.C/423/1/78-JP of 10th February 
1978 from Biss N.N.Haralu, Director(cA) regarding Dr. Subram anl am 
Swamy's demand for enrobe In the" IN AS Treasure". 


1 


2* We have checked the records available with us and the facts 
as per our files appear to be as under: - 


ItMal 
7ij I 


N 


V-*tk 
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(i) Certain "stuff" belonging to Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose 
and supposedly handed over by Co.Hablbul Rahman to one 
Mr. Ramamoorthy, after protracted discussion etc. were 
taken over by this fsnbassy on 24th September 1951. This 
fact was reported to the Ministry of External Affairs 
— vide letter No.F>26( 14 )/48 diteri 20th October 1951 from 

Shri K.K.Chtfttur. the then Head of the Indian Liaison Miss- 
ion in Tokyo, addressed to Shri if.S.Dutt, Secretary, Common- 
wealth delations, Ministry of External Affairs, New Delhi. 

(li) Kumar i Lllantani tfaidu. Deputy Secretary( Ministry of 
External Affair) vide her letter Mo.F. 25/6/^00-52 of 
16th October 1952 conveyed to the Ambassador that the 
Prime Min' ster wishes to know whether the treasure or 
its equivalent can be brought over to India. The Ambassador, 
Shri Rauf, vide his Top Secrets telegram of 27th October 1952 
had infor.ied the "ini stry that he proposes to send the same 
in the custody of ^hri D mle, Joint Secretary of the 
Agriculture Ministry, who was returning to India on 7th Nov. 

(iii) Accordingly, one steel attache case, weighing approx. 35 
pounds and containing the treasure was handed over to 
Shri Damle on 9th November 1952 at the Tokyo Airport and a 
receipt obtained • 


(iv) 


k 


The Ministry of External Affairs conveyel to this Embassy 
vide their top Secret telegram of 12th November 1952 that 
the "goods" had arrived in New Delhi on 12th November. This 
fact was further confirmed through a D.O. letter from Shri 
H.Dayal, joint Secretary in the External Affairs, Ministry 
to the Ambassador vide his letter No/F. 25/4/4 GO of 
15th November 1952. 


(v) 


,v 


There is no further information available on the files 
regarding the disposal of .hese valuables which had 


vv 


o/_ 


t 2 t 
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reached India. In his liter of 15th November Shri Dayal had 
said that these valuables would be kept in safe custody 
"until it is decided what is to b^Gone with them." 

(vi) In addition to these valuables* there was also a sum of 
V20,000 in currency notes which had been received by 
the Embassy. This had also been eventually credited into 
Government accounts in this Embassy* and advice sent to 
the Ministry. This was done on specific instructions vide 
Ministry*® letter No.F-25/4/NOO of 5th May 1953 in which 
it was stated that steps would be taken in India to withdraw 
the amount in rupees. Mo further information on either 
the withdrawal or utilisation of this amount is available 
in our files. 

3* There is no mention in our files regarding the flight 
being stranded in Hong Kong, though Shri Darale's arrival in New 
Delhi on the 12th November was "delayed". The flight carrier 
used by Shri Da le, as per our records was Pan Am (flight No. 3) 
and not BOAC as mentioned by Shri Swamjr* _ 

4, Vie have carried out a check of various files pertaining 
to that period in the Embassy including miscellaneous D.O.s 
and correspondence exchanged by the Head of the Liaison Mission/ 
Ambassador as well as the Top Secret Diary but have failed to 
trace any CCB telegram from the then Prime Minister either 
addressed to the Ambassador or to Shri Damle. Mo papers as to 
the object of ~>hri Damle* s visit to Tokyo are traceable* 



Yours sincerely, 


(A.N.RAM) 


Shri J.C.Pandey, 

Joint Secretary, 

Ministry of Home Affairs, 
New Delhi. 


Copy to MissN.N.Haralu,Director(EA), 
Ministry of External Affairs, New Delhi. 



Counsellor 


